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DAILY PROGRAM 

(Sabbath Excepted) 

6 - 7 A. M. Devotional Meeting. 
7 - 7: 45 Breakfast. 
7: 45 - 8. Morning Work. 
8 - 9 Departmental Meetings. 
9: 15 - 1o: 15 .Bible Study. 
10: 30 - I2: 3o Conference (Business). 
I - 2 P. M. Dinner. 
2 - 3 Committee Work. 
3 - 5 Conference (Reports). 
5 - 6 Committee Work. 
6 - 7 Lunch. 
7: 45 -9 Evening Service. 

DEVOTIONAL MEETING 

May 26, 6 A. M. 
The morning service, conducted by 

A. J. Breed and G. W. Amadon, was 
a season of prayer and thanksgiving to 
God for his presence and power in the 
midst of his people. Aged pioneers in 
the third angel's 'message testified of 
their confidence in God's power to finish 
his work in the earth quickly; and many 
who are younger in the faith spoke of 
their determination to do their part 
faithfully. As one earnest worker said, 
while there lies before us a world in 
great need, back of us is ".a God of in-
finite power who is well able to cut 
short his work in righteousness, through 
the untiring efforts of those who con-
secrate themselves wholly to his service 
at this time. 

Brpartutettial 1'1: Mingo 

SABBATH-SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

Sixth Meeting, May 26, 8 A. M. 
Every member present • felt that the 

most essential feature of the Sabbath-
school work was up for consideration 
at this meeting —" The Daily Family 
Study of the Sabbath-school Lesson.' 
Miss S. Lela Hoover, the Western 
Washington secretary, introduced the 
topic by a thoughtful paper. It is a 
truth beyond all controversy in the mind 
of every Christian who has had any ex-
perience in the things of God, that in 
order to maintain a vital connection with 
the Holy Spirit, he must apply himself 
daily to study, meditation, and prayer. 
We know that we have a number of 
books that are a great help to Bible 
study, but where can we find a series 
of lessons so systematically arranged, so  

carefully and thoughtfully prepared, and 
so well illustrated, as the lessons for our 
Sabbath-school? Then, too, this study, 
as arranged to meet all ages of the fam-
ily, affords a rare opportunity for gath-
ering the children and youth daily, and 
filling their minds with truths that will 
be as a wall of defense to them in their 
associations with the world. 

Enumerating the many essentials 
which go to make an ideal school, she 
stated that " they are the signs which 
follow a faithful daily study of the Sab-
bath-school lessons." If we can get all 
of our people to studying the Sabbath-
school lessons daily, we shall, have solved  

secretary. She presented the evil at-
tending irregular attendance and tardi-
ness. The example of the officers and 
teachers is very far-reaching in better-
ing this condition. Several methods 
were suggested for increasing attend-
ance and promptness on the part of our 
Sabbath-school membership. 
• Mrs. Maud Lowry, the secretary for 
the District of Columbia, presented a 
very helpful, paper, the points of which 
were illustrated by charts, showing the 
actual accomplishments of results in one 
of the schools in her territory. There 
being no time for further discussion, 
the meeting closed. 

THE RELIGIOUS' LIBERTY DE-
PARTMENT 

Eleventh Meeting, May 26, 8 A. M. 
The meeting was devoted to a con-

sideration of the question, " How to Do 
the Most Effective Work at Our Camp-
m•eetings Along Religious Liberty 
Lines."  

Elders E. T. Russell and A. J. Breed 

many ,problems that now perplex us in 
every department of the work. 

A' valuable paper prepared by Mrs. 
Jessie B. Everett was' read by the sec-
retary, as the writer was unable to be 
present. Miss Dollie H. Callender, the 
Kentucky secretary, continued the dis-
cussion by presenting a number of help-
ful thoughts. 

Elder M. C. Wilcox: The need of 
humanity is the same everywhere. It is 
the great need of the Word of God. 
Every worker should do all in his power 
to stimulate• the study of the Sabbath-
school lesson in the home. There is no 
better way to influence others to do this 
than by doing it ourselves. 

E. K. Slade: The blessedness of the 
Sabbath-school centers largely, in the 
study of the Sabbath-school lesson. The 
thought, the idea, of the Sabbath-school 
is the study of the' lesson. This should 
be the central theme. There is no ques-
tion but that there is a tendency on the 
part of many to neglect the Sabbath-
school lesson. I hope that an influence 
may be set on foot in favor of studying 
the lesson that will reach every home. 

This matter should be made prominent 
in every school. 

Miss Ella E. Merickel: We have ar-
ranged to supply each tent at our camp-
meeting soon to be held; with a copy 
of the Sabbath-school lesson and a sug-
gestive program for family study. The 
conference committee have agreed to 
urge that the program for study be car-
ried out by the attendants at the camp-
meeting. 

The next topic was that of " Sab-
bath-school Membership : Attendance, 
Punctuality." A paper going into all the 
details of this subject was presented by 
Miss Tillie E. Barr, the East Michigan 
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occupied most of the time, quoting in 
their remarks quite largely from the 
chapters on " The Coming Conflict " and 
"An Impending Crisis," in " Testimo-
nies for the Church," Nos. 32 and 33. 
Both brethren thought that time should 
be devoted in our camp-meetings to the 
subject of religious liberty, and that spe-
cial meetings should be held at these, in 
which the subject should be studied; and 
opportunity given for questions to be 
asked and answered. There can be no 
better place than our camp-meetings to 
interest our people in, and arouse them 
upon, this important phase of the mes-
sage. At these meetings our people 
should be .encouraged to subscribe for 
Liberty, and an effort should be made to 
encourage 'individuals to devote their 
time as regular agents for this magazine. 
The religious liberty work, if understood, 
and heartily engaged in by our people 
generally, will bring renewed spiritual 
life to them. 

The chairman stated that he thought 
our people generally, and our workers 
in particular, should be encouraged to 
read over the chapter in " Testimonies 
for the Church," Nos. 32 and 33, from 
which the brethren had read extracts. 

The interest in religious liberty topics 
is unabated. Every discussion is listened 
to with marked attention. Every one 
seems to realize that here is a part of 
the work that comes right to all our 
doors. In this connection we may be 
called upon at almost any time to give 
a reason for the hope that is in us, and 
we ought to be prepared to do it meekly 
but firmly and intelligently. Our duty is 
not wholly to our immediate neighbors; 
the message is due lawmakers, judges, 
executives, etc. Many of these men can 
be reached with the truth in this way 
who would be hard to approach from any 
other standpoint. 

THE PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT 

Eleventh Meeting, May 26, 8 A. M. 
This was one of the most enthusiastic, 

interesting meetings of the session thus 
far. The Publishing Department is not 
spending much time upon theories or 
lengthy presentations. A careful study 
of the details of the work is being made, 
in order to bring the many varied feat-
ures of the publishing work into harmo-
nious, effective operation. 

The following outline of the reporting 
system was given careful study, and 
unanimously adopted: — 

(a) That all canvassers report to tlie 
field missionary agent and the secretary 
of the tract society at the end of each 
week on blanks provided for that pur-
pose, except in cases where it is 'found 
satisfactory for agents to send their 
weekly reports to the tract society secre-
tary, and have the tract society secre-
taries forward them promptly to the field 
missionary agent. 

(b) That tract society secretaries en-
ter reports in agent's weekly record-
book. 

(c) That the tract society secretary 
forward reports to field missionary 
agent, unless duplicates have been sent 
to him by the canvassers, and make up 
a summary on or before Tuesday morn-
ing of each week, covering the work for 
the previous week. Send copy of this 
summary to State conference president, 
field missionary agent, general mission-
ary agent of the union, the publishing 
house or branch which must supply the  

books, and the union conference paper, 
or other periodicals which publish the 
reports. . 

(d) That the general missionary 
agent of the union compile monthly sum-
mary of State conference reports on or 
before the twelfth day of the following 
month on blank provided for that pur-
pose, and send to secretary cff the Pub-
lishing Department. 

(e) That field missionary agents and 
tract society secretaries unite in supply-
ing reports and suitable instruction for 
each number of the State paper wher-
ever there is such a periodical. 

(f) That the general missionary agent 
of each union join with the manager of 
the Circulating Department of . the 
wholesale house supplying goods to his 
territory in preparing suitable reports 
and articles for each number of the un-
ion conference paper. 

(g) That the secretary of the Publish-
ing Department supply monthly reports 
for the Review and Herald. 

(h) That the field missionary agent 
of each conference be responsible for 
keeping the territorial record accurate 
and up to date. 

(i) That the general agents of union 
conferences provide themselves with suit-
able record-books in which to record the 
reports from each conference in his ter-
ritory. 

MEDICAL MISSIONARY DE- 
PARTMENT 

Eleventh Meeting, May 26, 8 A. M. 

Dr. G. H. Heald read a paper on 
" General Hygiene," emphasizing the 
thought that while we should not do 
less on the subject of diet, etc., we 
should do much more than we have been 
doing on other lines. For instance, we 
should give more attention to the pre-
vention of communicable diseases, in-
cluding tropical diseases; we should 
make more of a study of school hygiene, 
sanitation, ventilation, the remedying of 
defects in the eye, nose, throat, teeth, 
etc., which greatly diminish efficiency of 
students; and we should have a more 
complete course of hygienic instruction 
introduced into the schools. 

As this paper had been laid over from 
yesterday on account of discussion on 
the previous paper, it was decided to 
have this paper and the following one 
discussed together, so Miss Margaret 
Bilz was called upon to take up the con-
sideration of the next topic. 

Miss Bilz, who is a national W. C. 
T. U. lecturer, related personal experi-
ences in the temperance work. Some of 
these emphasized a deplorable lack of 
co-operation on the part of our people 
in some localities in the matter of ac-
tively supporting the cause of temper-
ance reform, while .others gave abun-
dant evidence of the benefits a proper 
co-operation with this work can bring 
in the way of promoting interest in 
proper diet, healthful dress, and other 
lines of reform. In one society, as a 
result of the example of the Seventh-
day Adventist woman who was its 
leader, every woman in the organiza-
tion was wearing a health waist. The 
two ways of promoting the cause of 
temperance were mentioned, that of ac-
tive prohibition and that of education in 
temperance principles. 

There was a general expression of 
interest in this paper, and other ex- 

amples were related showing the excel-
lent results of a judicious co-operation 
with the W. C. T. U. and other tem-
perance organizations. 

Tonfrattirt tirnarbitigs 

TWENTY-SECOND MEETING 

May 26, 	30 A. M. 

G. A. Irwin in the chair. After the 
opening song, prayer was offered by 
A. J. Breed. 

A legal meeting of the Washington 
Training College was called at this hour, 
report of which appears elsewhere. 

A legal meeting was next called of 
the Washington (D. C.) Sanitarium 
Association, report of which also ap-
pears on another page. 

After the adjournment of these legal 
meetings, the chair called for any 
further reports from committees. G. 
Dail presented a further partial report 
from the 'Committee on Plans and Fi-
nance, as follows:— 
Partial Report Committee on Plans 

Whereas, Agitation for Sunday legis-
lation is rapidly increasing in the United 
States and in Canada; and,— 

Whereas, The general annual collec-
tion of funds for the prosecution of 
religious liberty work has heretofore 
been exclusively for the use of the gen-
eral religious liberty department; there-
fore,- 

15. We recommend, That there' be an 
equal division of the funds to the Gen-
eral, union, and local conferences in 
these fields. 

Discussion of Resolutions 

On motion to adopt by considering and 
voting upon each item separately, the 
partial report of the Committee on Plans 
(on page 162 of the BULLETIN) was 
brought up for discussion. 

Resolution 8 (on general and field 
missionary agents) was read and 
adopted without discussion. 

Resolution 9 was read, as follows: - 

ELIMINATING COMMERCIAL WORK 

Whereas, The blessing of the Lord has 
rested upon the efforts of our publishing 
houses to eliminate commercial work; 
and,— 

Whereas, Their progress in this direc-
tion has met with the approval of our 
people, and has brought improved condi-
tions both in the publishing houses and 
in the field; therefore,- 

9. Resolved, That we approve of these 
steps, and that we support our publishing 
houses loyally in carrying them out. 

A, J. Breed: I would like to tell 
the Conference how much I appreciate 
this resolution. About fifteen years ago, 
when the president of the publishing as--
sociation was making his report in Gen-
eral Conference, he suggested that he 
hoped to see the time when our pub-
lishing houses would all confine their 
time and attention to our own work, 
and eliminate commercial work entirely. 
During his report I prepared a resolu-
tion to this effect and presented it to 
the Committee on Resolutions, and it 
was brought, before the body. I was 
never sat down on so hard in my life 
as I was at that time, and had it not 
been for Elder Irwin, who came to my 
assistance, I would have had a worse 
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time than I did; but I lived through it, 
and to-day I am glad that so many hun-
dreds of our people can be engaged in 
our own work, and that our publishing 
houses have eliminated commercial work. 

The resolution was adopted unani-
mously by a rising vote. 

Resolution to was read, as follows: - 

IMPROVEMENT OF LITERATURE 

Whereas, Thorough attention should 
be given to the revision and improvement 
of our standard literature; and,— 

Whereas, This will be an undertaking 
which will involve much labor; there-
fore,— 

so. We recommend, That this work 
.be provided for as follows :— 

(a) That a book editor be appointed 
by the General Conference Committee, 
who shall be an officer of the. Publishing 
Department and devote as much time to 
this work as its needs require. 

(b) That the publishing houses in the 
United States each be advised to appoint 
a book editor, who shall be a member of 
the respective literature committees of 
these houses. 

(c) That the book editor of the Gen-
eral Department secure co-operation be-
tween the literature committees of the 
several publishing houses in accomplish-
ing this work. 

F. F. Byington: I would like to ask, 
in regard to section b, what is meant 
by the appointment of a book editor, 
if this member shall be selected from the 
literature committees already existing, 
or whether the appointment as book ed-
itor shall make him such. 

I. H. Evans: It is understood that this 
man shall be a member of the literature 
committee, and if he is not a member 
when he is appointed, then the General 
Conference Committee, which makes up 
these committees, will appoint him such. 

W. J. Fitzgerald (England) : I would 
like to inquire just how much is meant 
by the " publishing' houses in the United 
States," whether it recognizes the three 
principal houses or whether it would 
include the smaller ones. 

I. H. Evans: My understanding is that 
it takes in the Review and Herald, the 
Pacific Press, the Southern Publishing 
House, and the International Publishing 
Association; I think these are all that 
are recognized as leading publishing 
houses. If any other house producing 
books should wish a representation on 
this committee it could be recognized, 
but it is not supposed that the smaller 
publishing houses will produce books 
that require the agencies of the denomi-
nation in their circulation, to any extent. 
However, if it should be necessary for 
any to be represented, I suppose that 
could be arranged. 

W. H. Thurston: I would ask why this 
is confined to the United States. Why 
would not it take in the publishing 
houses in Europe and Australia? 

E. R. Palmer : It was thought it would 
not be operative if extended to other 
countries, because these countries have 
their own publishing institutions, and 
must publish and create literature on the 
basis of local conditions and local in-
terests, and it would be better for their 
work to revise their own books from 
their point of view. 

E. W. Farnsworth: How extensive 
would be the power of the book editor? 
Would he simply attend to the gram-
matical errors and the style, or would he 
make practically a new book out of it? 

.W. C. White: I understand that a  

servant is to do that which he is in-
structed and employed to do; and if he 
does not do it satisfactorily, his em- 
ployer gives him proper instruction. 
This man, who would be employed by 
the General Conference, would work 
under the direction of the General Con-
ference Committeet, principally through 
the Publishing Department. He would 
naturally, do those things which he was 
asked to do, and his work would be sub- 
mitted to the members who direct his 
labor for approval. It would be impos-
sible for this congregation to instruct a 
book editor as to how far he should go 
in literary criticism or in criticism of 
theology, but the members who stand 
close to him would need to give him 
instruction, and his work. would be, I 
understand, advisory, and would be as 
directed by the General Conference 
Committee, but not in any sense to con-
trol or direct the work of any publish-
ing house. His work would come to the 
publishing houses as suggestive and ad-
visory; then each publishing house, 
through its own committee, would decide 
what it should do, in the fear of God, 
in providing good literature. 

W. M. Healey: I notice in the first 
preamble an answer to the question. 
" Thorough attention should be given to 
the revision and improvement of our 
standard literature." It is not simply 
regarding new literature, but, according 
to the preamble, will apply to what is 
already in existence, or what has been 
published in the past. That is, it would 
refer to the 30o books or more which 
are already published. 

J. 0. Corliss : Will the author of a 
production appear in the matter at all, 
or will he be consulted in the revision of 
his book, or will the General Confer-
ence Committee control it, with his name 
still continuing on it? 

W. C. White: I am hoping that some 
of the questions raised at this Confer-
ence will result in the developing of a 
f4  law department" at this Seminary. 1 

•believe that it would be profitable 'for 
the students at this school and of our 
other schools, to study law. But 
whether our seminaries and colleges es-
tablish such a department or not, each, 
one of us, whether, ministers, physicians, 
or bookmen, must study the golden 
rule. Altd I understand that all our 
resolutions are formed, and will be 
acted upon, with reference to the golden 
rule. Now, it is customary for authors 
to present their manuscript for criticism, 
and after criticism, they go back to the 
author for revision. I have known a 
book to go back to the author three 
times, and after the third time it has 
become a very popular book. Of course 
there are differences of opinion between 
authors and committees as to standards 
of punctuation, grammar, rhetoric, etc., 
but in cases where vital questions are 
at stake, and the book committee and 
author can not agree, the matter is 
usually acted upon by the board of di-
rectors of the house that is responsible 
for the. work. And if these can not 
agree, the book has to wait until an 
agreement can be made. 

On motion of M. C. Wilcox, seconded 
by E. T. Russell, the words " an officer " 
in sub-division a, were changed to 
read " a member." 

On motion of I. H. Evans the words 
" of the General Conference " were in-
serted after the words " Publishing De-
partment." 

C. S. Longacre: I would like to know 
how this committee would proceed to 
revise the book of an author who is now 
deceased. 

E. R. Palmer : Any work of that kind 
would have to be done in perfect co-op-
eration with whoever has control or 
ownership of the. book of the deceased 
author. Any changes that were made 
would have to be properly noted. 

By suggestion of W. M. Healey, and 
by common consent, the words " or shall 
thereby become'" were inserted after 
" who shall be," in section a. 

The resolution as amended was 
adopted, the amended section reading as 
follows : — 

(a) That a book editor be appointed 
by the General Conference Committee, 
who shall bey, or shall thereby become, a 
member of the Publishing Department 
of the General Conference, and devote 
as much time to this work as its needs 
require. 

Resolution is was read, as follows: 

IMPORTANCE OF LITERATURE COMMITTEES 

II. Resolved, That we give informa-
tion to all our people concerning the 
careful, painstaking work of the litera-
ture committees in our publishing houses 
in preparing new literature, and that we 
discourage the practise of private indi-
viduals bringing out literature on their 
personal judgment and responsibility. 

S. N. Haskell: I do not know whether 
I should read some Scripture first, or 
not. I wish to speak on general prin-
ciples. There is danger of our circum-
scribing the freedom of individuals in 
getting •out something to meet a certain 
issue. I am not speaking because of any 
fear for myself. Lest any should think 
thus, I will say a few words about the 
paper that I am publishing, The Bible 
Training School. This paper was not 
started by the action of one individual. 
There was an action of a committee. 
There were present two members of the 
General Conference Committee, one 
president of a union conference, a com-
mittee of a large union conference. 
Others also were present, and there was 
a unanimous vote that such a paper be 
started. 

I remember that somewhere there is 
a testimony that says that the truth 
shall fall like the leaves of autumn. We 
are also told that issues will come up,—
and they are now coming up almost 
constantly in different parts of the 
world. Now shall individuals who are 

a crisis not be at liberty to issue 
something to meet that issue? '•or must 
their writings be first submitted to this 
general committee, and wait for its 
action and co-operation? 

I remember a time in the history of 
this, work when an action came up pro-
posing to centralize the publishing work, 
so that even the Signs of the Times 
should be merged into the Review and 
Herald. Some one wrote to Sister White 
regarding this. In her reply she re-
ferred to the words found in the forty-
seventh chapter of Ezekiel: — 

" And when the man that had the line 
in his hand went forth eastward, he 
measured a thousand cubits, and he 
brought me through the waters; the 
waters were to the ankles. Again he 
measured a thousand, and brought me 
through; the waters were to the loins. 
Afterward he measured a thousand, and 
it was a river that I could not pass over: 
for the waters were risen, waters to 
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swim in, a river that could not be passed 
over." 

Sister White quoted these words, and 
said, " Do not our brethren know that 
the literature,yet to be produced will be 
so extensively circulated that it will be 
impossible for one publishing house to 
handle it ? " 	• 

I do not believe that we have printing-
offices enough to-day to issue all the lit-
erature that will necessarily be issued 
before the Lord comes. We do not want 
to put any bands about the work of the 
third angel's message that will be the 
cause of circumscribing it, so that it can 
not go as God would have it go. We 
have not as yet realized the extent of 
our work. God will have it go forward, 
even if he should have to raise up men 
and women that are outside of our reg-
ular organized work to carry it for-
ward. There are some of us here who 
can remember actions that have been 
passed that we take certain positions. 
But we do not take those positions to-
day. The.message has 'burst the bands 
and gone before. It is to go ahead. 
It is forward march, and we want to 
give individuals the liberty, when they 
come to live issues, to do something to 
meet these issues. And the press is the 
most powerful agency that we have. 

Now you may say that if we do that, 
and leave liberty for individuals to do 
that, Satan will take advantage of it. 
He will; there is no question about that. 
We will have a thousand things that we 
do not want; but God will take care of 
his work, after all. We must let God 
paralyze the efforts of those who would 
hinder this work. 	I have full confi-
dence in this work. I have confidence 
in the organization. I do 'not believe 
there is a man present who has more 
faith in it than I have. But I have been 
warned by the spirit of prophecy over 
and over that when God raised up peo-
ple outside of my comprehension, to 
keep my hands off, and I believe that our 
relationship as a people should be such 
that we can say, Go forward, in the 
name of the Lord." 

Geo. I. Butler : I have not thought of 
taking any special part in this discus-
sion. It is barely possible I may hardly 
realize just what is in view. But there 
are one or two thoughts in my mind, 
and as I am one of the old hands, I 
would like to understand the scope of 
the plans now being laid. Perhaps I can 
get some light in regard to them. We 
have been working in this cause for 
forty, fifty, or sixty years. We have had 
our doctrines brought out through the 
agency of men whom God has raised up, 
some of whom have been specified in the 
Testimonies as men, specially chosen of 
God to carry on important work. Our 
system of truth has been quite well un-
derstood, and our books have contained 
these doctrines in a most remarkable and 
faithful degree. I think we have been 
very fortunate as a people in having 
men to write out our doctrines in our 
books, which have been adopted by the 
denomination, men who were eminently 
qualified for that purpose. Now I would 
like to know how far this new plan is to 
reach out in those things. 

In every great work that has been 
started among mankind, in religious 
work, as in apostolic times, the leaders 
have had the doctrines of the gospel 
clearly in their minds; but, as expressed 
in J. N. Andrews's " History of the 
Sabbath," after the old generation 
passed away, others came up and re- 

modeled the cause. Now the question 
that we may be called upon to confront 
as a people, is whether this plan con-
templates changing any of our old doc-
trines that have stood in our books for 
a long time. I would like to know 
whether there are any such possibilities 
connected with it. • 

C. H. Jones: I think we all recog-
nize the force of Brother Haskell's re-
marks, when he states that special is-
sues, are likely ,to arise in various parts 
of our field, and must be met immedi-
ately. If we had one central commit-
tee, perhaps located in Washington, it 
might take some time to get manuscripts 
out and meet the issue; but I think we 
all understand that we have four lead-
ing publishing houses in this country, 
located in different parts of the country, 
— one located on the Pacific Coast, one 
in the central, one in the Southern 
States, and one here. These are de-
nominational publishing houses, and can 
be reached from the different parts of 
the field at short notice. There is a 
publishing committee or a literature 
committee connected with each one of 
these houses. That committee has the 
examination of manuscripts. If any in-
dividual wanted to get out something 
to meet .a special issue, it would take 
only a short time to present it to the 
publishing house, and get its criticism 
and approval, and have it published by 
one of our regular publishing houses. 
You understand that our houses are or-
ganized very differently now from what 
they were a few years ago. They are 
no more stock companies, controlled by 
a few individuals; but the constituency 
has been enlarged until it takes in all 
our people; and these houses are now 
owned and controlled by our people. 
Now as a denomination is not it right 
that, in view of the fact that these 
houses were organized for a special pur-
pose, to get out this literature,— is it 
not right for individuals to recognize 
these houses, and put out the literature 
through them? 	 • 

I do not understand by that that any 
individual liberty or rights are to be 
curtailed in any way. If the manuscript 
.is presented to the houses, and it meets 
with their approval, it can be published; 
if it does not meet with approval, of 
course the individual would tifen have 
the right to publish it if he wanted to, 
but could not use the machinery of the 
denomination in circulating it. Is it not 
right and just that there should be some 
control of matters in this way? We 
have seen some instances already 
whereby literature has gone out that 
we can not approve of. It seems to me 
the way our publishing houses are now 
organized and controlled, and located in 
various' parts of the field, that it is only 
right and proper that the literature to 
he circulated by this denomination should 
pass through these houses, and go out 
in the usual way. As I stated before, 
if any one does not want to use that 
method, and desires to exercise his own 
right, he can publish, of course by him-
self, just the same as some have here-
tofore. 

W. C. White: Some of the brethren 
have spoken of what is not aimed at in 
this resolution. I would like to point 
out a few things that are aimed at, and 
I believe that we shall have your full 
sympathy in the effort to limit certain 
work that is going on in the world, if 
we do not , have your approval of the  

way in which we have proposed that it 
shall be done. 

Now there are those who have gone 
out from us because they were not of 
us. They claimed to be of us in the mat-
ter of getting their views before the 
people, and still they are not of us in 
the matter of criticizing and condemning 
and bringing railing accusation against 
those who were formerly their brethren. 
These men work industriously to get 
their reading-matter into the hands of 
our people, and they use all manner of 
means to do it. I could show, from my 
files at home (I have a bundle that 
would fill a hat), literature and lengthy 
letters that have come, originally from 
one source, but which, through a method 
of manipulation, have been rained in 
upon us from dozens of sources. These 
we do not have time to read; and I am 
willing that all should know this. But 
there are hundreds of our people in the 
field who are uninstructed, and they re-
ceive this literature, and see quotations 
from the Bible; they know that is good. 
They see lengthy quotations from the 
Testimonies; they think perhaps that is 
good. They see condemnation of very 
well-known evils; they think that is 
good. And then with it there is a rail-
ing accusation against the men whom 
the people have appointed to carry God's 
message to the ends of the earth, that 
undermines faith,' that weakens confi-
dence, that makes the hands heavy; and 
many a worker who has been helping 
forward this message, helping to send it 
to the ends of the earth, stops and hesi-
tates because of these raiung accusa-
tions. 

Ought we not to teach our people that 
there is some significance in the doc-
trine of the laying on of hands? 

Now another line. There are men 
who have been teachers, preachers, 'and 
workers in this cause, who, for various 
reasons, have felt that they were called 
upon to present an extended literature 
from their own minds,—not in harmony 
with the teaching of their brethren, not 
in harmony with what we teach in our 
schools, and what our ministers preach 
in the pulpit, and not in harmony with 
what has been published from our pub-
lishing houses. Perhaps they have sub-
mitted their manuscripts and these 
manuscripts have been examined, and 
the verdict is given that, while they con-
tain some truth, there are many things 
that are imaginary, visionary, not in ac-
cordance with our general platform of 
faith and belief. We believe that it is 
not profitable for the publishing houses 
to print this matter. But those who 
have prepared it believe that it is truth 
that the people need. They get it 
printed; perhaps they induce one of our 
houses to print it, and use the fact that 
it has come from one of our factories; 
and individuals go from church to 
church and from camp-meeting to camp-
meeting selling their own productions. 
Is this profitable? Has not the time 
come when, as a people, it is time for 
us to give a word of caution and coun-
sel in this matter? 

Let me call your attention to another 
thing. There are men who have gone 
forth from us, perhaps away to the 
South, and are publishing an extensive 
line of literature in another language 
than the English, full of doctrines that 
undermine our whole system of truth 
regarding the sanctuary question. They 
send this literature out freely to our 
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Mexican and Spanish and European 
brethren. It looks like that which comes 
from our Seventh-day Adventist houses, 
— it uses the same language, it refers in 
many ways to the same doctrines,— and 
then it weaves. in the most subtle, the 
most confusing, the most weakening 
sentiments. They send this out, and we 
have seen it in the hands of conference 
employees, in the homes of our brethren, 
being distributed, the person distribu-
ting it not realizing the evil in it. Isn't 
it time that we say to our people that 
the imprint of one of our houses means 
something? the imprint of one of our 
school printing houses means some-
thing? the imprint of one of our confer-
ences means something? In our " Year 
Book" there are twenty-two publishing 
houses recognized. Should not our peo-
ple take time to rook to the " Year 
Book," and see what the imprint is? 
Otherwise how are we to carry into 
this publishing work the same principles 
that we stand for in the doctrine 'of the 
laying on of hands, as it applies to 
church officers, to conference officers, to 
teachers in our schools? It is that sort 
of work that this resolution is aimed 
at, and I am sure that your sympathies 
are with it. I do not believe that it is 
intended, or ought in any way to be 
used, to hinder the ministers in issuing 

• a local document to meet local is-
sues; or a conference, or a group 
of conferences, in issuing campaign 
documents to meet special issues. 	But 
it is intended to instruct our peo-
ple to watch the imprint of literature 
which they receive, and to have some 
test as to whether it is Seventh-day 
Adventist literature or not, before they 
eat it or begin to pass it out for other 
people to eat. 

I. H. Evans: I would like to offer one 
additional reason why a resolution like 
this seems necessary. Here in the 
United States and in Europe we are in 
close• touch with each other and with 
headquarters. Out in the great •mission 
fields they are far remote from head-
quarters. Missionaries sent out, there 
often become enthusiastic, and have great 
faith that they can produce much better 
literature than has been produced, and 
are very anxious to try their hand at 
that thing. Therefore they get to work, 
and write up a tract or a leaflet very 
hastily, and without taking advice or 
counsel they are very anxious to have 
it printed and circulated. I believe it 
will be far safer for our brethren in 
Mission fields to have counsel of our 
General Conference as to the literature 
that shall be printed, rather than to 
make it open, and leave everybody free 
to do as they •please. I recall this mo • -
ment an instance where one man, un-
willing to circulate that which the Mis-
sion Committee was producing, pro-
duced his own literature, which the 
brethren did not approve, and used ev-
ery agency at his command to circulate 
his own production. We have millions 
of people to reach in these countries, 
and it does seem to me that• if our lit-
erature shall be carefully prepared and 
accepted by committees appointed for 
that work, it will be a great safeguard in 
these heathen lands, as Well' as in the 
home land. 

H. W. Cottrell: I would like to inquire 
what the object is in the first part of 
this resolution. Does it in reality imply 
that our people are not informed as to 
the care that is taken by our publishing  

houses? I think our people know just 
as well as any of us know that our ed-
itors take pains in preparing.matter that 
is published in the papers and tracts. 
I can't think all our people are ignorant 
of these facts. If they are ignorant, 
I think there is need of this; and if they 
are not, I see no need at all for the first 
part, and we might get directly to the 
thought in the last part. 

H. J. Edmed (South Africa) : I think 
perhaps sometimes our brethren on this 
side of the ocean forget the world-wide 
nature and extent of our work. Speak-
ing from experience, I would say it 
does seem proper that there should 
be steps taken to teach and im-
press upon our people the fact that 
care is taken in the matter of what is 
produced in our publishing work. In 
the little conference I represent, for sev-
eral months we fought a very severe 
battle upon the question which ,.is at issue 
in this resolution. We could not dis-
criminate — at least some who were in-
experienced, who were receiving various 
papers and tracts and pamphlets and 
books — as to which was authorized 
matter representing the denominational 
view of the Scripture, and which was 
not. The result was that for several 
Months complete chaos reigned supreme 
among the inexperienced members of 
our churches. It does seem to me that 
if the motive of this resolution is to give 
an established confidence in the minds of 
our people in the productions that are is-
sued from our offices, then it is worthy 
of our suppof t. I do not believe that 
these resolutions mean to circumscribe 
the work that Brother Haskell mentions, 
publishing the Bible Training School. T 
do not believe that kind of work is aimed 
at at all in the resolution; but I, am glad 
to see something done to protect our peo- 
ple in distant lands from the imposition 
of apostates and from men' who are cir- 
culating literature which undermines the 
faith of this people. For ,this reason I 
am heartily in sympathy with this reso-
lution. 

I hope our men will continue to look 
out upon the great field and consider 
the little children of this denomination 
Who do not have the experience of your 
publishing work that you have here. 
They do not see your publishing houses, 
and sometimes they are wonderfully be-
wildered by the contradictions that are 
published. A few months ago there ap- 
peared in one of our papers a series of 
articles on a certain subject. A few 
weeks after this there appeared some Bi- 
ble studies in the Bible Training School 
on the same subject, diametrically op- 
posed to these articles. Some experi- 
enced ministers might discriminate as 
to which of those articles were correct, 
and in accordance with the Scripture, 
but there are thousands of people who 
are not capable of making these discrim-
inations. It does seem that before such 
articles are published, there ought to be 
some way of bringing such matters be-
fore a central committee, who can de-
cide whether they shall be published. 
This does not limit free thought, it does 
not limit free production of ideas; but 
it does / say that before a man sends to 
the world some idea that is different 
from the established principles of this 
denomination, it shall first be accepted 
or rejected by some persons who are re-
sponsible to the world-wide work for 
their decision. This is the principle I 
think involved in this resolution, and I 

am in favor of it if that is what it 
means. 

W. M. Healey: I am in perfect har-
mony with the sentiments that have been 
expressed, yet I think I see danger in 
Resolution 11, and I would offer the 
following substitute: " That we give in-
formation and •caution to our people that 
they discriminate between literature pub-
lished by the denomination, and that is-
sued by private individuals." [Not sec-
onded.] 

E. W. Thomann (Bolivia) : I would 
like to say a few words that our breth-
ren may see the importance of this cau-
tion. We had an experience with a man 
who had been a member of our church, 
but who withdrew. He wished to pub-
lish a tract. We had received other 
German tracts from him before this, 
and they seemed all right. But this 
tract contained something that I knew 
was not in accordance with the truths 
held by the majority of our people. He 
wished the tract to be published under 
the auspices of our church. Having al-
ready promised, before knowing the ex-
act character of the work, that we would 
give our sanction to its publication, we 
sent a note with the manuscript, and in 
the note briefly announced that the au-
thor was entirely responsible for every-
thing in the tract. But he set aside the 
whole edition 'because of this. However, 
we were able to warn our people against 
him. In the confusion that resulted he 
drew something like loo of our church-
members away with him. This clearly 
emphasizes the importance of proper 
caution in becoming responsible for pub-
lications to be used in our denomina-
tional work. 

C. F. McVagh: I move that this reso-
lution be referred back to the Committee 
on Plans and Finance. 

C. H. Edwards: I am heartily in fa-
vor of the sentiments expressed by 
Brother W. C. White and the other 
brethren, but it seems to me we should 
have the resolution express just what we 
mean. Now this resolution does not say 
at all what Brother White said, or what 
the other men have said. It says some-
thing altogether different. I am in har-
mony with these expressions, but I could 
not vote for this resolution,, because it 
does not say that. The English language 
is simple; we can express just what we 
mean. But as it is, it leaves the way 
open for different people to interpret 
and define what they believe it to be, and 
we will have confusion and friction. So, 
it seems to me, that it ought to go back 
to the committee, that it may bring in 
something that says exactly what is 
meant, and then we will have it as it 
ought to be. I second Brother McVagh's 
motion to refer Resolution II back to the 
Committee on Plans and Finance. 

The motion carried. 
Resolution 12 (on .Sabbath-school 

Home Department) was read and passed 
without discussion. 

Resolution 13 (on Sabbath School 
Worker) was' read and adopted without 
amendment. 

Resolution 14 was read as follows: — 

CITY WORK 

Whereas, We are debtors to the mil-
lions of all

, 
 nationalities in the large cit-

ies, to give them the advent message as 
quickly as possible, and experience has 
shown that the sale of literature, house-
to-house visiting, and Bible studies are 
effective' methods of labor; therefore,— 
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14. Resolved, That we lay broad plans 
for the organization of city work, which 
will include the sale of periodicals and 
books, the distribution of tracts and leaf-
lets, visiting and Bible studies in the 
homes, and the training of local church-
members and students from our schools 
to become efficient helpers to those reg-
ularly appointed to this work. 

G. B. Starr: The resolution is good; 
and yet I wish that in some way empha-
sis might be placed on the thought that 
in connection with our evangelistic ef-
forts in cities, we must make use of con-
secrated men and women of mature 
years who can hold Bible readings in 
the homes of the people. In our former 

' experience in this line of work, we have 
found it well to have two Bible workers, 
on the average, to co-operate with every 
minister laboring in a city mission. 

In articles from the pen of Mrs. E. G. 
White, and published in the Review and 
Herald, late in• 1907 and early in 1908, 
our attention is repeatedly called to the 
value of " house-to-house work in the 
homes of the people," and .we are ex-
horted to be vigilant in following up by 
personal labor a spirit of inquiry. "The 
plan of holding Bible readings in con-
nection with public efforts, it a heaven-
born idea. Would that our force of 
Bible workers, both men and women, 
might be greatly increased. Christ, in 
all his earthly ministry, associated many 
helpers with him; and he is our exam-
ple." 

Elder Starr referred to the expense 
involved in the successful conduct of 
city missions, and cited results demon-
strating that this expense is returned 
to the Conference treasury over and over 
again, through the constant stream of 
tithes and offerings coming from large 
constituencies raised up in these cities 
where conferences have been to con-
siderable expense in opening up the 
work. 

Dr. R. M. Clarke: If there is any 
place where nurses can do effective work, 
it is in connection with city missions in 
our large centers of population ; and if 
wise provision were made for conse-
crated medical missionaries to unite with 
our evangelists and Bible workers in city 
missions, it would go far toward' solving 
some questions now confronting our med-
ical department. I would therefore sug-
gest that Resolution 14 be amended so as 
to read,—" and the training of local 
church-members and students from our 
schools and sanitariums to become ef-
ficient helpers," etc. 

By common consent, the words " and 
sanitariums " were included in the reso- 
lution. 	' 

The question was called, and Resolu-
tion 14 was adopted by vote of the Con-
ference. 

The Conference adjourned. 
Benediction by G. I. Butler. 

G. A. IRwIN, Chairman, 
W. A. SPICER, Secretary. 

TWENTY-THIRD MEETING 

May 26, 3 P. M. 
Elder Allen Moon in the chair. 
After the opening song, Elder J. A. 

Burden offered prayer. 

MEXICAN REPORTS 

The chairman announced that the 
Mexican delegates would report to the 
Conference. He called first upon G. W. 
Reaser, superintendent of the Mexico  

Mission, who presented the following re-
port:— 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO 

Mexico is a land of mystery. Not only 
is this true from the fact of the domi-
nation of " the mystery of iniquity," 
which has held sway over its millions for 
four centuries, but because of its ancient 
civilization, represented in the Mayas,.  
Toltecs, and Aztecs, of whose past great-
ness and religion scant record remains, 
save in the serpent and human idols, the 
sacrificial stones, massive sacred calen-
dars,-- and ruins of temples, cities, and 
pyramids. 

A full century prior to the first Eng-
lish settlements in the United States, the 

Spanish adventurer, Cortez, conquered 
Mexico, unfurling the emblem of Spain 
and the banner of Roman Catholicism 
for the first time upon American soil. 
The Spanish Inquisition soon followed, 
for the punishment of heretics and for 
the conversion of the " stubborn." The 
terrible autos-da-fe claimed their victims 
down to the year 1821, or thirty-one 
years after they were suppressed in the 
Old World. "Thirty-two volumes of 
records of the Inquisition in Mexico are 
still extant, in which a number of cases 
occur which were executed for Judaiz-
ing." There is ample evidence that the 
spirit of the Inquisition still survives in 
the hearts of the priests and of those 
under their control, only being held 
in check by the strong and liberal gov-
ernment of Porfirio Diaz. 

An Influence for Liberalism 
Every lover of liberty and ,all Prot-

estants have occasion for special grati-
tude that Providence has placed Presi-
dent Diaz at the head of the republic of 
Mexico. As a youth his indomitable 
spirit obtained for him a liberal educa-
tion, and he became, in turn, lawyer, sol-
dier, statesman. Winning the highest 
office in the republic, he proclaimed civil 
and religious liberty for all. Having 
served his country as chief magistrate  

for thirty years, he is still, at fourscore 
years, a progressive, liberal reformer, 
without a peer among the statesmen and 
rulers of the world. 

Several of the larger cities of Mex- 
ico are considered liberal. 	In others, 
a .fanatical Romanism raises serious bar-
riers to Protestant effort. A few cities 
which might be placed in this latter 
class are Leon, Queretaro, Puebla, Guan-
ajuato, Celaya, Irapuato; and we are 
compelled to place in this list even the 
city where our work has been longest es-
tablished, the beautiful " pearl of the 
West," Guadalajara. 

Perhaps nothing ever affected our 
work so adversely in the republic as the 

questionable methods pursued in clos-
ing the affairs of the sanitarium once 
owned by this cause in Guadalajara, but 
later wrested from us. This institution 
was sold to the Methodist Church South, 
and is filled to overflowing by a mission 
school for girls. 

In Mexico, the papal religion, with the 
common people, has no connection with 
morality or temperance. The breaking 
of most of the commandments is at least 
condoned if the person goes to mass and 
confessional, and pays the church dues. 
On the holiest days of the church cal-
endar you will see more gambling, drunk-
enness, quarreling, and fighting at their 
most sacred shrine of the " Virgin of 
Guadalupe," than anywhere else in,Mex-
ico. Any decent pagan would either 
laugh or else hold up his hands in hor-
ror to be told that these were festivities 
in connection with the honoring of the 
nation's patron saint. 

The first edition of the entire Bible in 
Spanish and Latin printed in Mexico ap-
peared in .1833, more than three hun-
dred years after the Roman Catholic con-
quest of Mexico. But the edition was 
in twenty-five volumes, with an atlas, and 
cost over $150, so that, so far as the 
common people were concerned, it might 
as well have never been printed. It is 
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Our brother, after lingering more than 
three weeks, passed away. 

Aside from the treatment-rooms es-
tablished by Dr. Swayze at Guadalajara, 
and donated to the cause, we have not a 
medical institution, a doctor, or a nurse 
in Mexico, working under the direction 
of our organization. 

If the health work is the right arm of 
the threefop message, and if Mexico is a 
part of the Lord's vineyard, inasmuch as 
the bitted States has already twenty-
seven sanitariums, sixt,,r nin physicians, 
and 787 nurses, under the direction of 
the organized work, with an in-
vestment , approximating $2,000,000 be-
sides twenty-seven private institutions 
operated by Seventh-day Adventist 

doctors in the same territory, would it 
not be well, to consider our duty toward 
establishing our health work among the 
fifteen millions of people who live just 
across the line to the south of the United 
States? 

Encouraging Features 
One of the most encouraging features 

of our work has 'been the success of our 
evangelistic canvassers. About the 
middle of July, 1908, four young men 
from California, acting upon the invita-
tion of our ,Mission Board, arrived in 
Mexico City, and, after a brief time spent 
in memorizing their canvass in the Span-
ish language, began work in the capital 
among a strange people who spoke a 
strange tongue. As already noted, 'one 
of them soon laid down his life on the 
altar of service. The success of the 
other three has been little short of mar-
velous. The average monthly sales for 
each of the three has amounted to $45, 
and they are now each delivering about 
double that amount. And this in the 
city of Mexico, where it was considered 
impossible to sell our large books. 

So far as I have learned the convic-
tions of our workers in foreign fields 
concerning the circulation of our books, 
there is no desire on the part of our 
canvassers to go to unpleasant fields and 
endure the hardships incident thereto, 
and spend their time in circulating simply 
some generally good books;' but rather 
to devote their energies to placing defi-
nite, message-filled literature in the hands 
of the pebple. It is altogether probable 
that our workers will meet the majority 
of the people in foreign fields, who pur-
chase our books, but once. As we have  

a definite message to give, arid as we are 
to be witnesses for the truth unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth, why not 
circulate such books as are known to 
have •been factors in the hands of God 
in winning men to the truth and of sav-
ing souls? We would not exclude from 
the list of desirable books a practical 
volume on healthful living and the treat-
ment of disease. 

There is doubtless a field for a health 
journal among the Spanish-speaking peo-
ple of Spain and Latin America. 

In this connection I will say that many 
parts of Mexico are favored with health-
ful climatic conditions, while other lo-
calities would take rank among the 
world's most deadly climates. An ex- 

ample of the latter is the city of Vera 
Cruz, on the Gulf of Mexico. Having 
a population of thirty thousand, the vital 
records for the year 1908 show that 2,116 
died, while 875 were born within the 
city during the said year. This annual 
death-rate is above seventy to the thou-
sand; while 'Chicago has a death-rate of 
only fourteen to the thousand. 

The Mexican people have been taught 
to play with all manner Of symbols of 
death, and on their feastIdays these em-
blems form an important part of the 
merchandise by which Rome waxes rich. 

One difficulty that confronts us, is that 
there are still one hundred and eighty 
dialects in common use by the various 
tribes of primitive Mexicans. In some 
cities at least three separate dialects are 
spoken, each of the three tribes occu-
pying a separate portion of the city.. 

How They Followed the Word 
An incident of much interest occurred 

some time since in one of the torrid por-
tions of the republic. A well-known 
Baptist missionary had been instrumental 
in raising up a company of native 'Chris-
tians during the winter months, while 
the climate of the locality was endurable. 
As the hot season came on, he told them 
that he could not remain with them 
longer without jeopardizing his health. 
On leaving them without a leader, but 
with a promise to return the tiext winter, 
he commended " them to God, and \to 
the word of his grace." On his re-
turn he found that they had conscien-
tiously followed the Word, instead of 
following his example, and were all ob-
serving the Bible Sabbath instead of 
Sunday. What stronger proof can any 

the only edition of the Bible ever printed 
in Mexico. 

To Train Workers 
Doubtless the paramount need of our 

work in Mexico, is a training-school for, 
the development of workers. One of the 
most 'potent factors in the proclama-
tion of the threefold message is our 
system of efficient missionary schools. 

If we are to develop native workers, 
the necessity for such •schools in Mexico 
is even more imperative than in the 
United States, because of the even 
greater lack •of strong Christian home 
training, and because of the greater il-
literacy of the people, probably not more 

""than twenty per cent of the people be-
ing able to read. 

It is an extravagant missionary policy 
which constantly imports practically all 
of the force of laborers from the United 
States, each to spend at least two years 
in the country in acquiring a new lan-
guage before he can really be an efficient 
teacher or gospel worker. Then, after 
he has acquired the language, he will 
never be able to adapt himself to the 
customs of the country as a native, and 
he must always receive a higher salary. 
Our prayer is that the Lord of the har-
vest will, in the very near future, open 
the way for a modest training-school in 
the republic of Mexico. With ten per 
cent of the money invested in institu-
tions in a single conference in the United 
States, with a population of five hun-
dred thousand people, we would consider 
ourselves on a good foundation for both 
our health and educational work in the 
republic of Mexico with its fifteen mil-
lions of heaven-bought souls'. 

As I travel about• the country, and 
stop at the homes of the people, the Mex-
ican children readily form friendship 
with me. As I look into •their pleasing 
faces and appealing eyes, there comes 
into my inmost soul an intense desire to 
rescue them from Catholicism, immoral-
ity, and intemperance, the three curses 
awaiting them, and to place them in one 
of our schools where they could be 
trained for the kingdom of heaven. Is 
it a ,right distribution' of our schools that 
we ,should have fifty-eight educational in- 

' stitutions, besides church-schools, in the 
United States and none in Mexico? 
Does this condition give proof of the 
fact that we have a world-wide message? 

The Methodist Episcopal Missions 
have sixty-eight overflowing schools in 
Mexico, with above 4.500 students under 
their supervision. They have also sev-
eral successful medical missions, with 
free clinics, for the masses of helpless 
people. Their best field for gaining sub-
stantial converts is in the rural districts, 
— a field as yet untouched by our people. 

Is it not high time that our work was 
enlarged in Mexico? Will heaven hold 
us guiltless if we longer neglect to fill 
opening providences in this republic, and 
establish our work on 'a broad and lib- 
eral basis? We were among the pio-
neers in opening school work in the Fed- 
eral District. Others are familiar with 
the reasons for the suppressipn of this 
branch Of our work. 

During the month of January last, 
Brother Arthur A. Reinke, one of our 
young men from California, in the em- 
ploy of our mission as a colporteur, was 
taken sick with typhoid fever. We se- 
cured the best help available in Mexico 
City in a worldly physician and a nurse. 
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one require that Sunday-keeping rests 
on example and precept of man, and not 
on Bible authority? 

There is no country in the world that 
presents more strange contrasts of land 
and people, habits and customs, heat and 
cold, than Mexico. The tablelands of 
the country are a mile and a half higher 
than the coast-lands, and between these 
there are to be found all gradations of 
climate. This fact lends much of the 
picturesque and strange to Mexico, arid 
gives it a variety possessed by few other 
countries. 

Mexico is a land of magnificent tem-
ples, and debased people. If we were to 
draw contrast between the one hundred 
and twenty churches in the capital of 
the republic (a city with a population 
more than• ioo,000 greater than the cap-
ital of the nation where this Conference 
is assembled),' and those owned by our 
people, we would doubtless find that the 
very poorest of them all far surpasses 
in elegance of architecture and in em-
bellishment the most elaborate church 
owned by this remnant people; for Rome 
inspires awe in the hearts of her deluded 
minions by pomp, show, display, the 
clanging of bells, and mystery protected 
by a cloak of ignorance. 

Without doubt the chief human 
agency of promulgating the truth in 
Mexico up to the present time has been 
pur paper, El Mensajero de la Verdad, 
of which we print from six thousand to 
ten thousand copies each month. 

About a year ago a few copies, dis-
tributed by one of our humble solicitors, 
fell into the hands of a young Spaniard 
at Salina Cruz, by the name of Antonio 
Sanchez. He accepted the truth, heart 
and soul, and at once began to proclaim 
it. As a partial result of the seeds of 
truth thus sown, ,we now have a church 
of twenty-two members at Salina Cruz, 
and Brother Antonio, and his father-in-
law, the latter •a native Mexican, both 
talented men, are devoting their energies 
to the spread of the message .-in the 
Isthmus country, where, on account of 
climatic conditions, it would be very 
hazardous for our American brethren to 
labor. 

Elder Caviness has carried the three-
fold responsibility of editor, pastor of 
our church in Mexico City, and trans-
lator of Sabbath-school lessons for the 
Spanish-speaking world, besides trans-
lating a number of our denominational 
books, large and small, into the Cas-
tilian language. 

On account of the failing health of 
both Elder Geo. M. Brown and his com-
panion, they felt compelled to leave the 
field early in 1908, and Mexico suffers 
the loss of their years of experience and 
knowledge of the language. The labors 
of Elder Brown were much appreciated 
by our people in the republic. 

In the vast stretch of country, reach-
ing from San Diego, Cal., and El Paso, 
Tex., on the north, to Guatemala on 
the south, embracing one fourth as much 
territory as the United States, and con-
taining one fifth as great a population, 
we have but three ministers, three mis-
sionary licentiates, four regular canvass-
ers, one church-school teacher, and a 
constituency composed of three churches, 
aggregating seventy-four members, and 
about seventy-one scattered believers, 
making one hundred forty-five in all, 
some forty-six of whom are from other  

countries, principally from the United 
States. These figures show an increase 
of one church, twenty-one members, and 
thirty scattered believers in four years. 

We have one physician connected with 
the organized work, and four engaged in 
private practise. 

It would be a source of strength to 
our work to have some of our conse-
crated American brethren settled on 
farms in Mexico, to, teach the native 
people, and to be living epistles among 
them. 

I have already outlined some of the 
essentials to the advancement of our 
work in Mexico; namely, a simple, prac-
tical training-school, with but two teach-
ers in the beginning; a small health in-
stitution, modestly equipped, which 
would be alight center for the gospel of 
health in the land; and a few conse-
crated families, settled on farms among 
our people, to impart to them wise coun-
sel: 

We consider that our Mission Board 
has dealt liberally with us during the 
past year; but if we could, only man 
five of the chief centers of the republic, 
each with an efficient young minister, 
a Bible worker, and two canvassers, 
then, with all the workers filled with 
the spirit of consecration, wisdom, and 
power for service in winning souls, we 
would expect to see our message take 
on renewed life in Mexico. 

We are to-day face to face with the 
opportunity of the ages. Never were 
the conditions so favorable for the spread 
of the religion of Jesus Christ as now. 
Our confidence in the fact that the eter-
nal God has set his hand to give the last 
message of mercy to all the world, and 
that the denomination which he has 
called out and commissioned as his 
chosen ,messenger to accomplish this 
work, will come up to the help of the 
Lord in providing both men and means 
to put our work on a proper footing in 
Mexico, notwithstanding the obstacles 
that confront us, inspires us with cour-
age for the future. 

May the Lord of the harvest hasten 
the day when the overspreading of the 
everlasting gospel shall rescue every 
honest heart in Mexico from the grasp 
of the mystery of iniquity, and the sec-
ond coming of the Master shall crown 
the gospel work of all ages and lands 
with a glorious triumph. 

At the close of Elder Reaser's report, 
the chair invited the congregation to 
stand for a moment, while G. W. Cavi-
ness sang a verse of a hymn in Spanish. 
Then Professor Caviness, who has been 
twelve years in Mexico, spoke as fol.;  
lows: — 

Mexican Experiences 
When I went to Mexico, some twelve 

years ago, I knew nothing of the lan-
guage, except that I had studied Latin 
and Greek for quite a number of years. I 
was informed that four fifths of•all Span-
ish words come directly from the Latin, 
and have practically the same meaning. 
So I found myself able to read the Span-
ish and to get the sense, but could not 
understand it spoken, nor could I speak 
it myself. 

I went first to Guadalajara, where our 
work was started, and where they were 
at that time building the sanitarium. 
There I spent two years in the study of 
the language, preparing for work, and  

doing what I could, speaking in Eng-
lish to the laborers there. I was then 
asked to go to Mexico City. 

I went to Mexico City, taking with me 
two workers. To be set down in a city 
like that, to commence work without 
any resources whatever, was to me a 
difficult proposition. We began by visit-
ing, and doing what we could to feel our 
way into service. 

It soon developed that many there 
desired a school, wishing especially to 
learn the English language. We soon 
had a school of about forty children, each 
paying five dollars a month tuition. 

After a time we brought our paper 
from Guadalajara to Mexico City, giv-
ing it the name, .El Mensajero de la Ver-
dad (The Messenger of Truth). From 
Guadalajara the paper had been sent out 
gratuitously to a few whose names we 
had gathered up. We now had a list of 
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five hundred names, but none were pay-
ing. I had never had experience in can-
vassing, but I went out in Mexico City 
to distribute that paper in the city. Soon 
I found a few young men who were 
canvassers •for the Bible Society. They 
were converted, and began to take up 
the work of selling our publications. 
Two of them are still with us. That lit-
tle paper has grown from practically 
nothing, till in January of this year, we 
printed Io,000 copies. 

A few years after the paper had been 
sent out, I received a letter stating that 
two families had begun the observance 
of the Sabbath in San Luis Potosi. 
Brother Julius Paulson lived there, and 
we wrote to him to hunt them up. At 
last he found them out accidentally. We 
then sent a man up there, and these two 
families with their 'relatives and a few 
others -gathered in, formed the nucleus 
of a company of twenty-five that we now 
have in that city. 

After a year or so of work by our 
colporteur with the paper in Torreon. 
I heard that there was an interest, and 
went to that place. I arrived there in 
August and found that in the previous 
month one family had accepted the 
truth and were keeping the Sabbath. I 
labored there for a while, and some 
others came in. Two canvassers were 
converted, and started out in the work in 
that place. One of these good brothers 
and his wife are doing what they can to 
interest others in the truth. Just before 
coming here, I received a letter stating 
that three Catholic families had begun 
the observance of the Sabbath as a result 
of their missionary work. I stopped 
there on my way to the Conference, and 
met with these people. I found three 
families, with their relatives, 'making 
about twelve in number, with some others 
interested. I expect that soon we shall 
have a church in Torreon. 

In Mexico City we have been carry-
ing on a continuous work, and now have 
a church which numbers about 75. This 
includes about 15 or 20 foreign believers, 
the remainder being Mexican brethren. 
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As Elder Reaser told you, one of our 
canvassers sold some literature in Salina 
Cruz. A few months later, we received 
word from there that about twenty were 
keeping the Sabbath. Last December 
we visited this company. 

Just before I left, a sister came to 
Mexico from Texas. She had been can-
vassing for the paper on the streets in 
Laredo and Monterey. Since coming 
to Mexico City, she has been able to sell 
Soo copies a week. The paper sells for 
six cents. A little girl about ten years 
of age has also sold papers quite success-
fully. :They canvass in the parks. This 
lady in one evening sold $6'worth. Sonic 
effort has been made by Brother Blunt 
to gather some of the believers together, 
to give them instruction as to how to 

handle the papers, and this effort has 
been quite successful. One day these 
workers sold $27 worth. Some years 
ago one brother took our paper one Sun-
day morning, and went to market (Sun-
day is the market day in Mexico, and 
everybody goes, to market), and he sold 
800 copies•of our. paper. The next Sun-
day morning he sold i,000 copies. These 
were back numbers, however, and were 
sold for one cent a copy; but this shows 
that papers can be sold by the hundreds 
in the streets of Mexico. 

The bishops of the church are be-
coming afraid of the paper, and in some 
parts they have had prohibitions read in 
all the churches, stating that the people 
should not read the Protestant Bible and 
other Protestant literature, " including 
El Mensajero de la Verdad." We know 
they will do all they can against it; but 
we also know that God is there to over-
rule, and to cause this to be but an ad-
vertisement for us. We have thought 
perhaps it would be a good thing to get 
out a good edition setting forth the truth 
in its proper shape, and print on it: 
"This paper is forbidden by' the clergy ; 
everybody wants it." 

I am glad to say that for the last 
two years, in the City of Mexico, almost 
every quarterly meeting I have had the 
privilege of baptizing from four to six 
new believers, and adding them to our 
little company there. We are indeed 
thankful that our brethren and sisters 
have such an interest as to give us a 

'few workers, and glad that the work is 
moving; and now we feel that it must 
be pushed forward as never before. 

We have no meeting-house in Mexico 
City. The people there are affected more  

perhaps than are we in this country, by 
having something substantial. When I 
built a little house down there, they im-
mediately said; " He is going to take 
root among us." I believe that the truth 
ought to take root there, and that we 
ought to have help to build a church, a 
school, and a small sanitarium near IVIex-
ico City. 

I am glad to bring to you the greetings 
of the Mexican people. They believe in 
this truth. This message must be carried 
to all that country and people, saying, 
" The hour of his judgment is come." 
If this is done, there will come from that 
land those who, with us, will gather in 
the kingdom of our Father, to sit with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in his king-
dom. 

THE LEVANT MISSION 

At the close of the Mexican reports, 
the chairman called upon W. C. Ising 
to present the report for Syria and Egypt 
in continuation of the Levant report, 
begun yesterday by C. D. AcIVIoody. 
Elder Ising said: — 

The Syrian-Egyptian Mission 
Recent events in the Ottoman empire 

have again forced the attention of all 
nations to this part of the world, as 
they anxiously watch the development 
of that great Eastern Question which 
for so many years has engaged the 
powers in preparation to meet the final 
collapse. Among those particularly in-
terested in the state of affairs are Sev-
enth-day Adventists, on account of their 
definite attitude concerning the prophe-
cies which have, from the very begin-
ning, composed an essential part of the 
third angel's message. It is, therefore, 
very fortunate that• this General Confer-
ence convenes at a time when the gen-
eral interest is directed to this country, 
as this will give a good opportunity to 
the delegates of the Levant to point to 
the situation with a view of setting be-
fore our people more distinctly and ef-
fectively the needs of our work in this 
field. 

TERRITORY AND POPULATION 
The Syrian and Egyptian Mission 

comprises Syria, Mesopotamia, Arabia, 
and Egypt, with the Sudan, and has a 
population estimated at about twenty-
five millions. A glance at the map will 
at once call to our memory the im-
portant events and eras of the world's 
history from its beginning. Looking at 
Mesopotamia, we are reminded of the  

once powerful kingdoms of Assyria and 
Babylonia, of the pilgrimage ,of our 
father Abraham, of the Babylonian exile 
of the people of Israel, and of the im-
portant part played by. Egypt in the 
early history of God's people. The 
former wisdom and treasures of Egypt 
are admired even to-day, though con-
siderable heaps of stones and various 
ruins are the only remains of the faded 
glory of these ancient kingdoms. Hav-
ing acted their part in God's great pur-
pose, they have disappeared from the 
face of the earth; while the promised 
Seed, coming forth from the branch of 
the stem of Jesse, emanating from the 
small land of Palestine, has grown and 
borne fruit until we to-day rejoice in 
the promulgation of this great third an-
gel's message. 

Some Causes of, Changes 

As the Syrian Mission- comprises a 
very large portion of the Ottoman em-
pire, and is seriously affected by the 
general conditions of the country, it 
will not be out of place to mention the 
fact that the Protestant missionary en-
terprise is considered one of the chief 
influences contributing to the awaken-
ing of the present strong constitutional 
movement. This is particularly due to 
the strong educational influence exerted 
by them during the past century. Said 
a prominent Turk recently : It was 
you Americans , who, coming here to 
Turkey, .found us in darkness, and , 
showed us the way to the light." The 
power of Protestant influence can bet-
ter be appreciated when we consider 
that the latest statistics set forth the 
fact that not fewer than loo American, 
English, and other European mission-
aries, with a staff of over 2,000 native 
workers, are spread over all parts of 
the Turkish empire, while some 20,000 
communicants and 8o,000 adherents are 
reported as supporting Protestant prin- 
ciples. 	This is the result of the in- 
fluence of over a dozen first-class col-
leges, in connection with a large num-
ber of high schools, theological semina-
ries, and over 500 common schools, with 
a total enrolment of over 35,000 stu-
dents, not to speak of the many other 
educational institutions of Roman Cath-
olics, Greeks, Turks, Armenians, and 
others which have sprung up partly as 
a result and consequence of Protestant 
effort. Syria is an important educa-
tional center. In Beirut we have one 
of the largest Protestant colleges, with 
an enrolment of -about goo students; 
while at Cairo the Mohammedan uni-
versity is the largest in the world, hav-
ing an enrolment of io,000 students. I 
am sorry to say that Seventh-day Adven-
tist influence, however, has been little 
felt up to the present time. 

RACES, LANGUAGES, RELIGIONS, COMMERCE 

• With few exceptions the population 
of this field is considered of Semitic de-
scent, Mohammedans and Christians. 
Turkomans and especially Kurds have 
settled in the northern part of Syria, 
while east of the Jordan we find some 
settlements of Circassians among the 
Bedouin Arabs. German immigrants-
have founded some prosperous colonies 
in Palestine. The Jews number about 
200,000 in Syria, ioo,000 of whom are 
believed to have immigrated into Pales-
tine during the last few yars. These 
Jews are engaged in commerce, and in 
colonizing in various parts of the coun- 
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try. In fact, a number of colonies haye 
sprung up during the Zionist movement. 
In Egypt there are some 600,000 Copts, 
who are believed to be the descendants 
of the ruling class of ancient Egypt; 
while the Fellahs, who compose about 
two thirds of the entire population, are 
the descendants of the ancient farmers, 
and are also to-day, as in olden ages, 
cultivating the land. 

ations during the crusades. Of so-called 
Christians the Maronites, who adhere 
to Rome, are the most -numerous, with 
320,000 souls; next to them are the ad-
herents of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
numbering 3oo,000; the United Greeks, 
or Melchites, having 145,000; the Sy-
rian Jacobites, with 59,000; the United 
Syrians, with 45,00o; the United• Armen-
ians and Chaldeans, inhabiting the dis- 

for Syria, consisting of lemons,, oranges, 
soap, sponges, wool, olive-oil, sesame-
seed, cotton, tobacco, cereals, and silk 
(the latter' being one of the main prod-
ucts), amounts to about $7,500,000; that 
for Egypt, of cotton, cotton-seed, beans, 
sugar, grain, rice, hides, and tobacco, 
is, of course, considerably larger,- esti-
mated at $25,000,000 including the Su-
dan. 

As to the languages, Arabic is the 
leading tongue in all parts of Syria and 
Egypt. It will be of interest to refer 
to the fact that during the eighth to the 
twelfth centuries, science was intro-
duced into Europe by the Arabs, and 
that they have contributed considerably 
to Western education, particularly in 
cultivating and developing the sciences. 
This is one of the reasons the Arabic 
language has such a large vocabulary. 
Owing to its considerable variety of ex-
pression, its exceptional irregularity of 
forms, and many other grammatical dif-
ficulties, the Arabic is considered the 
hardest of the Semitic, and even one of 
the most difficult of all languages. Its 
importance will be realized from the 
fact that the Koran, the religious stand-
ard of some 230,000,000 Mohammedans, 
is written in this language, and is more 
or less understood by them. Besides the 
Arabic, English and French are gen-
erally spoken, the former dominating in 
Egypt, owing to the English occupation, 
and the latter in Syria, on account of 
commercial influence and the Catholic 
propaganda. The English is also spoken 
to a considerable extent as a result of 
Protestant education. 

Concerning religions, Mohammedan-
ism, has maintained its position since that 
star having the key to the bottomless 
pit, by means of which it was to bring 
forth a terrible smoke that would darken 
sun and the air, had its origin in the 
Arabian desert. The greater majority 
of the population in this mission field are 
faithful adherents of Islam. In fact, the 
cities of Mecca and Medina, so sacred 
to the Mohammedan world, are located 
here, and thousands of Moslems of other' 
nationalities resort to these places ev-
ery year. Besides there are a number of 
other religions that nominally are very 
similar to Mohammedanism, and which 
have a more or less secret character. 

The Druses number about 200,000; the 
Nusarijes, numbering 130,000, are spe-
cially notable. The Druses are known 
in history from their slaughter of 
the Christians on Mount Lebanon and 
in Damascus and other places on 
several occasions; while.  another sect, 
the Ismaelites, numbering some io,000, 
have become notorious by their assassin- 
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trict of Aleppo, and numbering about 
20,000 each. Besides these, there are 
about 30,000 of the Armenian Church 
reckoned among the Arabs of Syria, the 
majority of whom reside in the districts 
of Damascus and Aleppo. In addition 
to these various religions, Protestants 
have gained a good foothold, having, it 
is estimated, about 6,000 believers in Sy-
ria. The existing diversity of creeds, 
and the fanaticism of the various 
sects, will sufficiently illustrate the diffi-
culty of work among them. Jews, Cath-
olics, and Mohammedans have their 
strongholds here, and all claim their 
rights. It will be of interest to call at-
tention to the fact that here in Syria, 
this southwestern corner of Asia, the 

MODERN 

world's three great monotheistic re-
ligions — Judaism, Christianity, and Mo-
hammedanism — have originated; and it 
is here that the adherents of these re-
ligions will again meet in the great bat-
tle of all nations in the near future. 

The produce of these countries may 
be estimated from the value of their ex-
ports. The value of the annual exports 

OUR WORK, CONSTITUENCY, FINANCES 

Since the opening of our mission in 
these countries, we have certainly had 
our share of the difficulties and disap-
pointments peculiar to the Levant. From 
the facts it indeed appears as if Satan 
were making a special effort to oppose 
our work here. Syria and Egypt have 
been greatly influenced as a result of 
apostasies, and the frequent changes in 
our foreign workers have also proved 
a hindrance to substantial advancement. 
For these reasons our considerable finan-
cial investments during the last ten 
years in missionary efforts, and the sac-
rifice of a number of faithful workers, 
have not yielded the results we might 
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expect to see. At the beginning of this 
quadrennial period we had in this field 
to workers, with a membership of 48. 
while at the close of 1908, we had 9 
workers and a membership of but 28. 
Our loss of membership is due to the 
fact that two years ago one of our Ar-
menian workers in Egypt apostatized, 
with about 16 native members, while in 
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Syria we were obliged to dismiss our 
only Syrian worker with the entire na-
tive membership of 4 souls. One of the 
reasons may be that they lacked sufficient 
instruction in the truth, and were left 
to labor for themselves a large portion 
of time. In view of the tendency of 
these Oriental peoples to fanaticism, and 
their disposition to go to extremes, this 
has proved detrimental to our work. 

I am glad to say that two persons, a 
native and an aged German, are await-
ing baptism at Beirut, while in the sec-
ond quarter I had the privilege of bap-
tizing an aged sister at Jaffa and two  

to emphasize the fact that the introduc-
tion of European culture and business 
manners into Syria and Palestine on the 
one hand, and the considerable tourist 
influence on the other, have so shaped 
conditions in this field that missionary 
enterprise is much more expensive than 
in any of the other great mission fields. 

ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS 

Although we meet with many obstacles 
and perplexities of various kinds, our 
work at present also shows some very 
encouraging features, which give us a 
bright hope of extending the stakes of  

languages, makes this young brother a 
promising instrument for the promulga-
tion of the message in the land of the 
ancient Chaldeans and Babylonians. The 
other brother, well schooled in the Per-
sian, may prove a good helper in open-
ing up our mission in Persia. 

OUR NEEDS 

Seeing encouraging openings of new 
fields before us, one of our great needs 
is that additional helpers be sent to the 
Syrian-Egyptian Mission, locating in 
some of the larger cities, some of which 
as yet remain entirely untouched. Our 
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Armenians at Cairo. Several others' are 
interested in the truth; however, the 
corruptible system of buying and sup-
porting converts has established wrong 
ideas of Christianity on the part of the 
natives,'who generally speculate on some 
material advantage in connecting with 
Protestantism. My observation is that 
after they get their education, they do 
not appreciate Christianity very highly. 
These conditions prove a great diffi-
culty in the promulgation of our mes-

'sage, which lays positive responsibili-
ties upon its followers. 

During the previous four years our 
income has been as follows: Tithes, $3,-
134.23; weekly and annual offerings, 
$315.83; Sabbath-school offerings, $222.-

51, making a total of $3,873.57. Natur-
ally we have had to call for considerable 
appropriations from the Mission Board, 
whiqh have been granted liberally, and 
for which we are thankful. While Sy-
ria and Egypt are not poor in the same 
sense as China, India, Africa, yet I am 
'sure that our people must invest consider-
able money and a number of laborers to 
establish our work on a satisfactory 
financial basis. While other mission 
fields are poor, missionary enterprises 
are comparatively less expensive. I wish  

our message. Desiring to establish defi-
nite results in the places already occu-
pied, there is need of spreading out into 
other parts of the field. For some time I 
have felt a burden to see a native helper 
enter the great/ center of the East, Bag-
dad. I was greatly encouraged in this 
desire when I heard from the Mission 
Board that some workers are preparing 
to open a mission in Persia. On corning 
to Cairo en route to Washington, I was 
very much inspired and surprised to find 
there two .Armenians — one a native of 
Ispahan, in Persia, the other of Bagdad 
in Mesopotamia who had come, to 
Egypt about six months ago under pe-
culiar circumstances. Standing one day 
in the zoological garden looking at the 
lions, they had become acquainted with 
our Armenian brother in Cairo, and fin-
ally became interested in and accepted 
the truth, so that I could baptize them in 
the water of the Nile. The younger 
brother is very anxious to return to 
Bagdad, where his father is a general 
agent of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. He wishes to see one of our 
workers connect with him there, to make 
the truth known to his people. His 
knowledge of the Armenian, Arabic, 
English, and partly also of the Turkish  

nine laborers are at present distributed 
in Beirut, Haifa, Jaffa, Jerusalem in 
Syria, and at Cairo and LuxOr in Egypt. 
The very near future must see a number 
of missionaries enter all these great 
cities, and the many smaller places, 
granting them sufficient time to master 
the languages, to become acclimated, 
and to get accustomed to prevailing con-
ditions: Missionaries responding to this 
call must come with the definite deter-
mination of consecrating their lives to 
permanent labor among these benighted 
peoples, willing to assimilate themselves 
to the situation just as it is, making this 
country their home as long as there is 
need of spreading this message. This 
will be one of the guaranties, under the 
blessing of God, .for a successful work 
in this field. 

The apparent lack of permanency in 
our work has not been a great inspira-
tion to the natives to accept this mes-
sage, as they are unacquainted with our 
success in other mission fields, and take 
the results seen in their field as their 
standard. 

Hardships and perplexities must will-
ingly be faced. Having been in Syria 
but one year, I may say that we have 
already shared a part of 'these. Among 
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other disappointments, sickness in my 
family has put us to some trials. Just 
after our blessed conference at Beirut 
last fall, Brother Lindegren, who had 
come from Abyssinia, my wife, myself, 
and Sister Brefin were ill with typhus. 
For full five months we were detained 
in our work and some of us were brought 
to the verge of death. My little girl, had 
just overcome attacks of cholera, meas-
les, and smallpox, while my wife had had 
two attacks of diphtheria, and was thus 
considerably weakened. I simply state 
this to encourage others, and to testify 
to God's great mercy in sparing all our 
lives. 

MEDICAL NEEDS 

Another urgent need in our field is 
the wider extension of the medical 
work. The prevailing prejudice created 
by the misrepresentation of Christianity 
against Bible faith on the one hand, and 
the extreme fanaticism of Mohamme-
danism on the other, calls for a special 
development of medical missionary 
work. Even other mission societies are 
more and more advocating this work, as 
education alone will never prove suffi-
ciently effective to reach Mohammedans. 
Thirty Protestant hospitals prove the 
activity in introducing the medical mis-
sion. All our lay members in Syria 
have accepted the truth as a result of our 
medical work. No doubt there would 
have been much other fruit could this 
work have been operated on a larger 
scale. At present this part of our work 
is very encouraging, being nearly self-
supporting. There is a strong tendency 
in favor of hydrotherapy, especially in 
Palestine. As a result of our work at 
Jerusalem, the Jews are contemplating 
the establishment of something like a 
sanitarium, to be conducted on our prin-
ciples, and have even started to collect 
money for this enterprise, considering 
it a money-making business. This has 
grown out of the fact that our primitive 
treatment rooms at Jerusalem do not 
answer the demands. I am convinced 
that we ought to seriously consider this 
situation at this Conference, and not 
permit others to reap the benefits of the 
hard labor and sacrifices of ten years on 
the part of our medical missionaries 
there. 

There is• great need of supplying our 
medical work in Syria with such facili-
ties as will properly allow an extension 
of this work according to its possibili-
ties and the great needs. This would 
be a good support of our evangelical 
work. I hope, as we are obliged to va-
cate,  our Jerusalem institution by Feb-
ruary 1, that this General Conference 
will plan such improvements for this 
work as will give us a proper represen-
tation. This will be highly appreciated 
by our workers and members, however 
few, and will, I am sure, exert great in-
fluence for the truth. 

THE WORD OF COURAGE 
We are of the best of courage. 

Our few members have their whole 
heart in this work, and very much de-
sire to see it prosper. On seeing that 
Palestine and Egypt were included 
among, the names of fields that were to 
be benefited by the Thanksgiving offer-
ing, I felt that while others were col-
lecting money for us, we ourselves 
should make an effort to raise a little 
fund. I am happy to tell you that our 
endeavors in this respect have resulted  

in the raising of $165. We hope that the 
General Conference treasurer will ac-
cept this small offering for the Thanks-
giving Ingathering, although a little late, 
as a token of the real missionary spirit 
of our few members of the Syrian-Egyp-
tian Mission, and of their sincere desire, 
in harmony with our people throughout 
the world, to see this message make 
better progress within the boundaries of 
our field. 

We look to this General Conference 
with great expectations in behalf of our 
field. Seeing some encouraging features 
in our work, we are deeply anxious to 
see these openings properly improved. 
Considering the important part that Sy-
ria has played in the history. of God's 
people, and is to play in the close of this 
work, and furthermore, seeing that it 
commands the entrance to Persia, and 
will be the center of communication 
when the railroads connecting Bagdad 
and Europe are completed, it seems that 
a special effort should be made to push 
the work in this field in preparation for 
the great missionary efforts yet before us 
in the Levant. This necessity is further-
more impressed upon my mind as the 
Arabic language is of such vast im-
portance to the Mohammedan world in 
the East; the fact that this is the leading 
language does not put us to such linguis-
tic difficulties as we must meet in other 
countries. Besides, as Christianity is so 
strongly developed in Syria, this part 
of the field seems to guarantee the great-
est security for the establishment of a 
missionary center in the East. 

Said a writer some fifty years ago,: 
" It is remarkable that the brilliant star 
of Arabic literature, originally rising on 
the Arabian horizon, spreading from 
there such an illumination over the for-
eign nations of the East and West, has 
left Arabia in such a state of darkness." 
This is true indeed. Considering, fur-
ther, that this is the country whence the 
blessings of the gospel have emanated, 
we, as Seventh-day Adventists, should 
feel a special responsibility to give the 
last gospel' message to those who sit in 
ignorance and darkness in this great 
field. 

Seeing the war-clouds constantly 
looming over this country, now and then 
threatening to hasten that great closing 
scene of Armageddon, we may better 
realize the power that God is manifest-
ing in holding the winds, giving us some 
precious time in which to labor. I wish 
to make a, special plea for these be-
nighted peoples, that we may improve 
the time and opportunities • granted to 
us before the final catastrophe puts an 
end to all our efforts. We must see our 
workers and members multiplied in the 
near future, more foreign helpers must 
enter all parts of the field, and more lit-
erature must be added to our present 12 
tracts and I pamphlet in the Arabic lan-
guage. We must pray that God may con-
tinue to command the angels to hold the 
four winds until this country also shall 
have brought forth its fruits for the 
heavenly garner. " The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the har-
vest that he will send forth laborers into 
the harvest." 

After hearing this report the Confer-
ence adjourned to to: 30 A. m., May 27. 

ALLEN MOON, Chairman, 
W. A. SPICER, Secretary. 

Orrnutit 

CREATION VS. EVOLUTION 

May 23, 7:45 P. M. 
BY ELDER W. W. PRESCOTT 

THE first verse of the first chapter of 
the Bible reads thus: " In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth." 
The last verse of the last chapter of the 
last book, barring the benediction, reads 
thus : " He who testifieth these things, 
saith, Yea; I come quickly." " Come 
Lord Jesus." 

The first verse of the Bible introduces 
us to God as the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth. The last verse of the 
Bible leaves us facing the personal sec-
ond coming of Jesus Christ, and with the 
prayer that he should come. 

These two ideas, these two revelations, 
span all the way from the beginning to 
the ending of the gospel, because the 
first chapter of Genesis is the beginning 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the 
closing verse, the second advent of our 
Lord, is the consummation of the gospel. 
Neither is complete without the other. 
The original creation involved the new 
creation. The power of God in the 
original creation was the power in the 
new creation. The old heavens and the 
old earth pass away, but we, " according 
to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-
eousness." 

If any attack is to be made effectively 
upon the gospel of Jesus Christ,, it must 
be made upon the foundation. And the 
foundation is creation,— God as the Cre-
ator. There can be no adequate concep-
tion of God except it be as a personal 
being, who brought into existence the 
things that are, who existed before these 
things, who was not dependent upon 
things that are; for "by faith we un-
derstand that the worlds were framed, 
not out of things that do appear." 
Therefore, when we have come to the 
last, generation, the generation that was 
to come and to hear the message of the 
second advent of our Lord, the final at-
tack has been made upon the gospel of 
Christ by beginning with the first chap-
ter of Genesis. This attack upon the 
first chapter of Genesis began in an ap-
parently innocent way, by simply claim-
ing that investigation had shown that 
the days mentioned in the first chapter 
of Genesis, instead of being days of 
twenty-four hours time,, were long, in-
definite periods. That attack, which be-
gan apparently in that simple way, in-
volved everything that has been devel-
oped since, down to the denial of the 
second personal advent of Christ. He 
who shaped that attack from the begin-
ning, the enemy of truth, had in mind, 
without doubt, to defeat the message of 
the second personal advent of Christ, and 
the preparation for that event. 

A people have arisen during this gen-
eration who are called Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. This people, by the very name 
which they have taken, in their teaching, 
in the platform upon which they stand, 
are a living protest against these per-
versions of Scripture, either through an 
infidel science or through a denial direct, 
or a misinterpretation of Scripture. 

It would be impossible in one brief 
hour to show to what extent this move-
ment and this people are a living pro-
test against all this perversion. I shall 
emphasize two things that stand out in 
the very name Seventh-day Adventists: 
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(I) keepers of the seventh day; (2) be-
lievers in the near advent of our Lord. 

First, the Sabbath day. A great deal 
more 'is in it than the mere question of 
choice between two periods of time, each 
of equal length: a. great deal mare is in 
it than the questions, " Shall we stop 
work, and attend public service on the 
seventh day of the week ? " or, " Shall 
we stop work, and attend public service 
on the first day of the week ? " In this 
question of the Sabbath of our Lord is 
involved, this whole question of apos- 
tasy. No true observer of the seventh 
day should ever apostatize from the truth 
of the gospel, because the very observ- 
ance of the seventh day is his testimony 
to his belief in the original gospel, as re-
vealed in the Scripture. Notice, " Re-
member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all 
thy work; 'but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou 
shalt not do any work, thou,, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger ,that is within thy gates; for in 
six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day; 'wherefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and 
hallowed it." ' 

No one can truly believe this com-
mandment without believing in a per-
sonal God, the Creator. That which 
distingtiishes 'between the true God and 
false gods is the fact that he is the 
Creator. We •worship him because he 
is the Creator. He is worthy of our 
worship. We may worship him, and not 
be abased thereby. We may worship 
him, and be lifted up thereby, because 
he is the Creator. Read his own invita-
tion : " 0 come, let us sing unto Jehovah: 
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock 
of our salvation. Let us come before 
his presence' with thanksgiving, and let 
us make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms. For Jehovah is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods. In 
his hand are the deep places of the 
earth: the height of the mountains are 
his also. The sea is his, and he made 
it: and his hands formed the dry land. 
0 come, let us worship, and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker." 
" It 'is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves." "All the gods of the nations 
are idols; but the Lord made the heav-
ens." The gods of the other nations 
were falsehoods; they were lies. But 
God is not so. He is the former, the 
maker, of all things. 

Now see how this foundation has been 
struck at, and, with many, absolutely 
overthrown, until, in place of a personal 
God,— a God who has a dwelling-place 
in the heavens, a place where he may be 
found in a sense in which he is not 
found elsewhere, a/God everywhere pres-
ent by his Spirit, and yet a personal be-
ing,— see how this whole idea has been 
perverted and cast aside. 

In the old times the out-and-out pagans 
made visible gods, and fell down and 
worshiped them, and they had gods many 
and lords many. In these modern days, 
men have not made in this country vis-
ible gods, they have not fallen down to 
images of wood and of stone; but they 
have made false gods just the same. For 
that God who is designated as an in-
finite power merely,. that God who is 
simply designated as an impersonal es-
sence, is just as much a false god as was 
Jupiter of the Romans, or Zeus of the  

Greeks, or Rah of the Egyptians. It 
makes no difference whether man's idea 
of God takes a visible form, before which 
he bows, or whether his idea of God is 
kept in invisible form (in his mind), he 
worships a false god just the same. 
When that god is the god of his own 
imagination, his own imagining, or im-
age-making, it is a false god just the 
same. 

` Now what is the basis of the attack, 
and how is it presented? It is presented 
on 'the basis that creation was not a spe-
cial act, but a development; that accord-
ing to certain laws, beginning with the 
fire-mist, and ending with man, there has'  
been, through untold ages, a develop-
ment, step by step,— a development from 
within, rather than a special creation by 
a God from without. Originally, this 
idea was confined merely to the material 
creation ; but here is what it covers now, 
as set forth by one who has given it 
some study, and endeavors to refute it. 
He says:— 

" Every scientist understands, as do 
also intelligent teachers of the ' Scrip-
tures, that the theory of evolution is not 
simply a question of the origin of spe-
cies, but, in its present-day application, 
proposes to account for everything mate-
rial, from fire-mist to the perfected 
frame of the universe; everything ani-
mated; from the sterilized cell of lowest 
life, to the Man of Nazareth; and eyery-
thing, moral, from the sensations of the 
ameba, to the sacred communion be-
tween God and man." 

There is not an idea in the whole 
range that evolution has not laid its hand 
upon, to change it, and to pervert it. 

At first it was thought, "Ah, we can 
accommodate the Bible to these things; 
we can grant that those days in Genesis 
were simply periods; that does not really 
affect the Bible or the gospel." So that 
was granted by many professed believers 
in, and teachers of, the Scripture; but 
when they granted that claim, they 
granted the whole question; they granted 
a principle which, when developed, set 
aside the whole plan and revelation of 
the gospel; and in place of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and salvation through his 
atoning work, it established a principle 
which, when developed, made mane as it 
were, his own creator and his own sa-
vior, and has ended in dispensing with 
the revelation of the Scripture, in put-
ting reason in the place of revelation, in 
putting self-salvation in the place of sal-
vation by grace through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Now see how this has worked. Here 
is another statement by one who believes 
in evolution:— 

" It has been diffiCult to reconcile ge- , 
ology with the 'first chapter of Genesis, 
but not impossible. By making the Mo-
saic ' day' an epoch of undefined dura-
tion, and by tracing what really is a re-
markable, though not a scientifically ex-
act •parallel between the order of creation 
in Genesis and the order' in geology, the 
theologian was able to make geology 
confirm Genesis. But it was impossible 
to reconcile Darwinism with the third 
chapter of Genesis. The " Origin of 
Species,' and Milton's `Paradise Lost,' 
can not be harmonized; and `Paradise 
Lost' is a great poet's interpretation of 
the philosophy of life once universally 
accepted in the church. That philosophy 
may be epitomized in a sentence thus: 
Man was created perfect; he fell; in his 
fall he involved all his descendants in  

ruin; to recover man from that ruin and 
restore him to the primitive state of in- 
nocence, Jesus Christ has come into the 
world. Darwinism •denied that there 
was any historic fall, and by necessary 
implication denied that there was or 
could be any process of recovery from a 
fall and restoration to a lost state of 
innocence. For the fall and redemption 
of man, Darwin substituted the gradual 
development of man."— The Outlook, 
Feb. 20, 1909, page 378, published in 
New York City. 

Sometimes we can get a view of such 
a thing as this by looking at it a little 
from the ridiculOus side. Here is a new 
translation of the first chapter of Gen-
esis, or certain portions of it, adapted 
to modern science and •modern ,conclu-
sions:— 

"I. Primarily the Unknowable moved 
upon cosmos and evolved protoplasm. 

" 2. And protoplasm was inorganic and 
undifferentiated; containing all things in 
potential energy; and a spirit of evolu-
tion moved upon the fluid mass. 

" 3. And the Unknowable said, Let the 
atoms attract, and their contact beget 
light, heat, and electricity. 

4. And the Unconditional differen-
tiated the atoms each after its kind; and 
their combination begat rock, air, and 
water. 

" 5. And there went out a spirit of 
evolution from the Unconditioned, and 
working in protoplasm by accretion and 
absorption produced the organic cell. 

" 6. And cell by nutrition evolved 
primordial germ, and germ developed 
protogene; and protogene begat eozoon, 
and eozoon begat monad, and monad be-
gat animalcule. 

" 7. And animalcule ephemera : then 
began creeping things to multiply on the 
face of the earth. 

" 8. And earthly atom in vegetable 
protoplasm begat molecule, and thence 
came grass and every herb of the earth. 

"9. And animalcules in the water 
evolved fins, tails, claws, and scales; and 
in the air wings, beaks; and on the land 
they sprouted such organs as were nec-
essary, as played upon the environments. 

" io. And .by attrition and absorption, 
came the radiata and molluscd, and mol-
lusca begat articulata, and articulata be-
gat vertebrate. 

" IL Now these are the generations of 
the higher vertebrata in the cosmic pe-
riod that the Unknowable evoluted the 
bipedal mammalia. 

12. And every man of the earth, 
while he was yet a monkey, and the 
horse, while he was yet the hipparion, 
and the hipparion 'before he was an 
orebon. 

" t3. Out of the ascidian came the am-
phibian, and begat the pentadactyle, and 
by inheritance and selection, produced 
the hylobate, from which are the simi-
ade in all their tribes. 

" 14. And out of the simiade the lemur 
prevailed above his fellow and produced 
the platyrhine monkey. 

" 15. And the platyrhine begat the cat-
arryhine monkey, and he begat the an-
thropoid ape, and •the ape begat the lon-
gimanous orang, and the orang begat the 
chimpanzee, and the chimpanzee evolved 
the what-is-it? 

" 16. And the what-is-it went into the 
land of Nod, and took him a wife of the 
longimanous gibbons. 

"17. And in the process of the cosmic 
period were hbrn unto them their chil- 
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dren, and the anthropomorphic prim-
odial types. 

" 18. The homunculus, the progna-
thus ; the troglodyte, and the autochthon, 
the terragon,— these are the generations 
of primeval man. 

" 19. And primeval man was naked and 
not ashamed, but lived in quadrumanous 
innocence, and struggled mightily to har-
monize with the environment. 

" 20. And by inheritance and natural 
selection did he progress from the stable 
and homogeneous, to the complex and 
the heterogeneous; for the weakest died, 
and the strongest grew and multiplied. 

" 21. And man grew thumb, for that 
he had need of, and developed capacities 
for prey. 

"22. For, behold, the swiftest men 
caught the most animals, and the swift-
est animals got away from the most 
men; wherefore the slow animals were 
eaten, and the slow men starved to 
death. 

" 23. And as the types were differenti-
ated, the •weaker types continually disa_p-
peared. 

" 24. And the earth was filled with 
violence; for man strove with man; and 
tribe with tribe, whereby they killed off 
the weak and foolish and secured the 
survival of the fittest."— Quoted from 
the Bible Student and Teacher, for July, 
1908, pages 39 and 40, being a portion of 
an article by Rev. W. B. Riley, D.D., of 
Minneapolis, Minn., to prove the theory 
of evolution unscriptural. 

Now that, in ridiculous form, is simply 
the science of evolution. We are asked 
to accept unproved theories, unprovable 
theories, which deny the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, which set aside the gospel 
of creation, which remove the very foun-
dations from under our feet. We are 
asked to accept those on the authority 
of men, on the authority of reason, on 
the authority of imagination in place of 
the living Word of God. Now there is 
no reconciliation between evolution and 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the man 
who attempts to harmonize the two is 
doing that impossible feat of riding two 
horses going in opposite directions. 
Those who have attempted it in the past 
have eith6r given up the one or the 
other, or have been left in the dust of 
the arena. It is impossible to harmonize 
the two. 

Naw let us see what further is in-
volved in this. We say, What differ-
ence does 'it make about protoplasm and 
all that? The difference is in just this 
one vital principle, and that is the ques-
tion of special creation by the power of 
the Word of God. Now look (Gen. I ; I), 
" In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth;" and again (John 
I : I), " In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with G6d, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not 
anything made that was made." Now it 
is true that God, through the living Word, 
the Word his Son, the Word spoken, 
created all things; for "by the Word of 
the Lord were the heavens made, and all 
the host of them by the breath of his 
Mouth." " He spake, and it was; he 
commanded, and it stood fast." This 
teaching is the very foundation of the 
gospel of salvation, and that is here ; 
it is the first chapter in the Bible. 
Now see how it extends. Because God 
created the heavens and the earth 
through Jesus Christ, the'refore we are  

invited to put our trust in him, because 
he promises to recreate us through the 
same power and the same living Word. 
Let us read it, as expressed in the Scrip-
ture, the first chapter of the epistle to 
the Colossians : " Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet, to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light: who hath delivered us from 
the power of darkness, and hath trans-
lated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son : in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness 
of sins : who is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of every creature : for 
by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that, are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him: and he is before all 
things, and 'by him all things consist. 
And he is the head of the 'body, the 
church." The head of creation is the 
head of the church. When you take 
away the headship of Christ in the crea-
tion, you take away the headship of 
Christ in the church; and when you take 
away Christ as the head of the church, 
what is a headless church but a dead 
church? — A form of a body without a 
living head, weak, powerless, inefficient. 
That is what the professed church is 
without Christ as the living head. 

Now note it says here, " In him all 
things consist." That is to say, things 
in themselves, apart from him, can not 
endure. " In him all things consist." 
But what does science say in this gen-
eration? " Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walk-
ing after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation." What need 
of God, what need of his Son, Jesus 
Christ? What need of any second ad-
vent, since all things continue? The 
Scripture says, " In him all things con-
sist." The scientist says, "All things," 
not mentioning him, " all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the 
creation." Ah, but he 'says, this they 
Wilfully forget, because it is revealed in 
the Scripture that all things have not 
continued as they were from the begin-
ning of creation. What an effort has 
been put forth to discredit the flood! 
What volumes have been written to 
prove such a thing ridiculous, impossible, 
contrary to science, contrary to all the 
laws of evolution, that there should come 
upon the earth such a catastrophe as is 
spoken of in the Scripture ! This they 
wilfully , forget,, because it is revealed 
in the Scripture. Things have not con-
tinued as they were. There has been a 
catastrophe ; the world that then was, 
being overflowed with water, perished. 
That same God presides over the world 
to-day. Another catastrophe is pending. 
The heavens and the earth are " re-
served unto fire." 

But now what has this to do with the 
protest of Seventh-day Adventists, so far 
as it relates to the question of the Sab-
bath? Whdn. God had given the Sab-
bath, the seventh day, he made it a sign. 
We read of this in various scriptures. I 
read one from Eze. 20: 20: "And hallow 
my sabbaths ; and they shall be a sign 
between me and you, that ye may know 
that I am the Lord your God." 

The Sabbath was made a sign immedi-
ately after it was pronounced from Sinai  

to the people. It was a sign to them 
that they were delivered out of Egypt. 
Why? — Because, first and foremost, it 
was a sign of God's creative power. And 
in bringing these people out from the 
land of. Egypt, it was 'by a great mani-
festation, the repeated manifestation of 
creative power, that they were delivered. 
Therefore, the Lord took that which 
had previously been a sign of his crea-
tive power in creating the heavens and 
the earth, and 'made it to them a sign 
of that power which delivered them from 
the bondage of Egypt. Yes, and further, 
their experience was simply a typical ex-
perience. Egypt was the land of sin and 
darkness, and the deliverance of his peo-
ple out of the land of Egypt is the type of 
the deliverance of every Christian from 
this land of darkness and sin. The Sab-
bath, which was a sign of the original 
creation, which became to Israel a sign 
of the literal deliverance from the literal 
land of Egypt, has become to every true 
Israelite a sign of that same creative 
power which delivers him, through Jesus 
Christ, out of sin. In 'the beginning God 
created man in his image, and man lost 
that image. When David had committed 
that 'great sin, he prayed, but he did not 
pray to an unknown force. He said, 

Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; 
and renew a right spirit within me!' 

'Man can do great things. This gen-
eration is an evidence of that. The 
wonders of this generation, the con-
quests that man has made upon the earth, 
in the air, and in the water, are won-
derful; 'but man has never learned to 
change his own heart, he has never 
learned to create within him a right 
spirit. So in the Gospels we read con-
cerning this work of creation that we 
are created in " Christ Jesus unto good 
works ; " and in " Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth anything, nor un-
circumcision, but a new creature." If 
any man' be in Christ, there is a new 
creation. And what is the sign of the 
new creation? — It is that same Sabbath 
that is the sign of God's creative power, 
revealed through Jesus Christ. And in 
this generation, when science has made 
this attack on the Scripture, to set aside 
the whole idea of special creation, the 
whole idea of a personal God, there has 
arisen, under God's providence, a mighty 
voice protesting against it. That voice 
is being heard from the East to the 
West, from the North to the South, in 
the islands of the sea, in Europe, A%ia, 
and Africa, a mighty protest against 
this perversion of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; and wherever there is an ob-
server of the seventh-day Sabbath, there 
is a living protest against infidel unbelief. 
May these voices multiply in every land. 

'But now, further,— not only do this 
people call themselves observers of the 
seventh-day Sabbath, but they are Sev-
enth-day Adventists —those who ob-
serve this seventh-day Sabbath, accord-
ing to the Scriptures and those who, 
according to the Scripture believe in 
and teach the near, personal, second ad-
vent of our Lord. Is such a protest 
needed in this generation? There are 
two standpoints from which some look at 
this matter. Here are two classes of 
teachers : the Roman Catholic teacher 
does not hesitate to say, frankly and 
openly, " The tradition of the church is 
of more authority than the Scriptures; 
the teaching of the church is above the 
teaching of the written Word." I am not 
making any wrong statements. I am not 
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making any attack or charge in saying 
this. You may read it in any authori- 
tative Catholic work upon this subject. 
The church writers say there' are two 
divine streams, the written Word, and 
tradition; both of these are divine, " but,  
to us," they say, " tradition is very clear, 
and more safe." In fact, you know per-
haps that they make the charge that 
Protestants would not have the Bible if 
the Catholic Church had not allowed 
them to have it: Any Protestant who 
does not know that, they think, ought 
to know it right away. But on the other 
side are Protestants who profess to 
believe the Word, claim to teach the 
Word, and they are brought into a very 
inconsistent position. Now, Roman 
Catholics are not inconsistent on the 
Sabbath question. Their position is per-
fectly consistent. ' Here are some of the 
things they say. Cardinal Gibbons takes 
this view, in order to prove that the 
Bible is not the single rule of faith: — 

" A rule of faith, or a competent guide 
to heaven, must be able to instruct in all 
the truths necessary for salvation. Now 
the Scriptures alone do not contain all 
the truth's which a Christian is bound 
to believe, nor do they explicitly enjoin 
all the duties which he is obliged to prac-
tise. Not to mention other examples, is 
not every Christian obliged to sanctify 
Sunday, and to abstain on that day from 
unnecessary servile work? Is not the 
observance of this law among the most 
prominent of our sacred duties? But 
you may read the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, and you will not find a single 
line authorizing the sanctification of 
Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the re-
ligious observance of Saturday, a day 
which we never sanctify."—From 
"Faith of Our Fathers," page sir. 

Look at the logic; the great mass of 
professed Christian believers are observ-
ing the first day of the week. The Bible 
clearly teaches that the seventh day is 
the Sabbath, as Cardinal Gibbons says; 
therefore, " the Bible is not a sufficient 
rule of practise." That is to say, if the 
majority of the people decide to act con-
trary to the Bible, that is proof that 
the Bible is not a divine guide. That is 
the logic of such a p6sition. Now the 
consistent Protestant must say that the 
Bible is a sufficient rule of faith and 
practise; and no matter if nine tenths, 
or ninety-nine hundredths, of the people 
of the world depart from it, that does 
not prove the Bible wrong, but proves 
the people wrong. The consistent Prot-
estant must say that the Bible is to re-
main forever a sufficient guide. But the 
Catholic says it is not sufficient; the 
church, he says, is above the Bible, tra-
dition is above the Bible. We read: — 

" It is worth while to remember that 
this Observance of the Sabbath—in 
which, after all, the only Protestant 
worship consists—not only has no foun-
dation in the Bible, but it is in flagrant 
contradiction with its letter, which com-
mands rest on the Sabbath, which 'is 
Saturday. It was the Catholic Church 
which, by the authority' of Jesus Christ, 
has transferred this rest to the Sunday 
in remembrance of the resurrection of 
our Lord. Thus the observance of Sun-
day by the Protestants is an homage 
they pay, in spite of themselves, to the 
authority of the Church."—"Plain 
Talk," page 213. 

Now while speaking as a Seventh-day 
Adventist, I say the Roman Catholics 
are consistent, speaking as Catholics.  

This next is from a Catholic writer as 
it appeared in a prominent Catholic pa-
per, The Mirror: — 

"Those who follow the Bible as their 
guide, the Israelites and Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, have the exclusive weight of 
evidence on their side, whilst the Biblical 
Protestant has not a word in self-de-
fense for his substitution of Sunday for 
Saturday."— From the tract, "The 
Christian Sabbath," page 14, published 
by the Catholic Mirror, Baltimore. 

Now when you are willing to put tra-
dition and the voice of the church above 
the Bible, you have no trouble with 
these questions; but so long as you stand 
upon the Protestant platform,— the Bible 
as the rule of faith and practise,— the 
revelation of the living Word as the 
revelation we are to follow,— then we 
must hew to the line; then we must fol-
low the guide. But how is it in this 
generation? Professed Protestants have 
discarded the Scriptures as a sufficient 
rule of faith and practise; they have sub-
stituted speculation, reason, the conclu-
sions of a false science, in the place of 
the Bible; and they are following that 
ignis fatuus. The two, although seem-
ingly so far apart, yet have one common 
principle, and what is that? — The ex-
altation of the authority of man above 
the authority of God. It does not make 
any difference whether it is a combina-
tion, as in the hierarchy of the Roman 
Catholic Church, or whether it is one 
person. It does not make any difference 
whether millions upon millions of Cath-
olics agree and have one pone, or 
whether millions upon millions of Prot-
estants disagree, and have just as many 
popes as there are Protestants. The 
thing is just the same. It is the exal-
tation of human authority, the exaltation 
of man above God; and Protestants are 
adopting the Roman Catholic principle, 
only in A different way. 

Now what is the result of both? — 
They all come to one result finally. By 
different routes, they appeal to different 
classes of minds; but there is, one mind 
behind the whole thing. Any one who 
can take a wide view of the present situ-
ation, as regards the religious world, 
must recognize that to-day the master 
mind which has been plotting against 
the gospel of Jesus Christ since the first 
promise was made that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent's head, 
— that that master-mind is marshaling 
all his forces, from every point, bring-
ing them into line for the final contest 
against the Son of God. That is the 
situation lust now, in this generation, 
just in the time when people's minds 
ought to be directed toward heaven and 
heavenly things, when they ought to see 
in the heavenly sanctuary the great High 
Priest doing his final work of atonement 
preparatory, to his laying Aside his 
priestly robes and putting on his robe 
as a king and coming in power and great 
glory. just at that time, all theories 
are marshaled, all forces are brought into 
line, everything is brought to bear to 
prove that there, can .be no such thing as 
the second advent, to prove that the 
whole thing is a delusion and a snare. 
Now just read what professed Protes-
tants say about it :— 

" The time has fully come for Chris-
tian leaders to admit frankly that it is 
impossible to construct a credible doc-
trine of the second coming of Christ on 
the basis of a literal interpretation of 
texts. The books of Daniel and Reve- 

lation were written to instil courage and 
hope into men, harassed by terrible per-
secution; they were tracts for their 
times, one for the Maccabean age and 
the other for the days of Domitian, and 
their use to predict world catastrophies 
is a sin against all sound principles of 
exegesis. The words of Jesus, as re-
corded, would seem to show that he ex-
pected his return within the lifetime of 
men then living [talk about " principles 
of exegesis," and make that statement ! 
I challenge it!], and St. Paul and his 
contemporaries awaited the parousia 
daily. Time has shown -that this was an 
error; and if Christian experience 
counts for anything, it is demonstrated 
that the whole attitude of waiting for 
the clouds to break is unwise and harm-
ful. Already in New Testament days 
the wiser and more spiritual view ob-
tained [when the apostasy began, you 
know] ; for in the fourth Gospel a por-
tion is no longer marvelous and apoca-
lyptic, but a quiet coming of the Spirit 
of the Lord. This is the only parousia 
which can be preached with any com-
pelling force to men of to-day. 

" No considerable body of people will 
ever again anticipate the personal return 
df Jesus to the earth." 

I protest! I say, There is a body of 
people, to be in every nation, out of 
every kindred, tongue, and people, that 
will be a living protest against that state-
ment ! 

" A perYading of society by his Spirit, 
which is actually taking place, is some-
thing a great deal better."— N. Y. Inde-
pendent, 1908. 

" Actually taking place!" Think of 
the record of the last three or four 
years, and ask yourself whether you 
want that spirit to continue to increase, 
and pervade society more and more. 
Rottenness in politics ! Rottenness in 
finance ! Rottenness in morality! Rot-
tenness in the home ! Rottenness in the 
church! Rottenness everywhere! That 
is not the Spirit of Christ pervading 
society : that is the spirit of the devil! 
And, I may add, in my humble opinion, 
the devil inspired that statement con-
cerning it. 

But now that is from a liberal. That 
is from a paper that professes to be 
liberal. Here is something from a paper 
that does not profess any such thing. 
This is from The Christian Advocate, 
of New York, the leading Methodist 
paper of this country: — 

" The Seventh-day Adventists main-
tain that the end of all things is at 
hand,' and believe that the world should 
be warned of that event. . . . They do 
not now fix a day, but they feel certain 
that his [Christ's] coming is near at 
hand. Through the 'whole career of 
Christianity, people have been teaching 
that same thing. Believing, as we do, 
in the Gospels, and that the words and 
passages in the Bible which relate to the 
coming of Christ must be compatible 
with the lapse of nineteen hundred 
years, though they seem in their letter 
to imply his speedy coming, we infer that 
what is compatible with nineteen hun-
dred years may be compatible with ten 
times that number. We trust that the 
Seventh-day Adventists, whom we re-
spect for their energy and adherence to 
an unpopular doctrine, ,will not think us 
inclined to scoff when we show that 
Saint Peter meets the case in a way 
which convinces us of the entire uncer-
tainty of the time of Christ's coming 
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[and that " entire uncertainty," when 
you analyze it, means to-morrow —
never " this generation "], and that he 
may not come for thousands of years; 
and further, that the reason he is delay-
ing is that more souls may be saved. 

In the third chapter of the Second 
Epistle of Peter it is written that, ' There 
shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, and say-
ing, Where is the promise of his coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the 
beginning of creation."  

I think I would not have quoted that, 
if I had been the editor. He then draws 
a parallel between the people who did not 
believe the flood was coming, but were 
mistaken,— just see how complete this 
is,— and proceeds: — 

"` But, beloved, be not ignorant of 
this one thing; that one day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years as one day. The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is long-suffer-
ing to us ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.' In stating that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years and 
a thousand years as one day, the apostle 
overturns the view that undertakes to 
determine whether he is *coming soon 
or will long delay."— Christian Advo-
cate (New York), March 25, 1909. 

Now this is another view of this ques-
tion of the advent; and just notice the 
basis upon which this is made to rest. 
One day -is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 
But he did not say it is so with men. 
One day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day; 
but not so With me. And when the Lord 
deals with me, he deals with me for 
what I am, and on my basis, and not 
on his basis. 

Now observe: If that is a correct 
exegesis, let me indicate what you have 
got to overthrow. 

First, you must overthrow the literal 
prediction given by God to Noah, that in 
120 years the world would be destroyed 
by a flood. The flood came, and that 
prediction was fulfilled. 

You must overthrow the prophecy of 
the 400 years, given to Aibraham — a 
prophecy that was afterward literally 
fulfilled. 

You must overthrow Isaiah's definite 
prophecy, that " the head of Syria is 
Damascus, and the head of Damascus 
is Rezin; and within threescore and five 
years shall Ephraim be broken, that it 
be not a people;" and this was literally 
fulfilled. 

You must overthrow Jeremiah's literal 
prophecy, that he would give the chil-
dren of Israel, and the city,  of Jerusalem, 
into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, " sev-
enty years. And it shall come to pass, 
when seventy years are accomplished,  

that I will punish the king of Babylon." 
When the seventy years had ended, this 
prediction was literally fulfilled, and the 
children of Israel returned to the land 
of their fathers. 

You must overthrow Daniel's definite 
prophecy of the 126o years, when the 

'church was to he given into the hands 
of a persecuting power " until a time 
and times and the dividing of time," 
— the time when the woman [the 
church] " fled into the wilderness," as 
brought to view in the seventh chapter 
of Daniel and in the twelfth chapter of 
Revelation. 

You must overthrow Daniel's remark-
ably definite prophecy of the seventy 
weeks,— dated from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and build 
Jerusalem, and made up of three definite 
periods of seven weeks, threescore and 
two weeks, and one week, or 490 years 
in all. And this prophecy of Dan. 9: 25 
was literally fulfilled. 

And, I pray you, what must you not 
do, if you adopt that position? livery 
fulfilled literal prophecy ,in the Bible 
says that exegesis is wrong 

But that is simply to show that on 
all sides, and among all classes, the sci-
entist, the Roman Catholic, the liberal 
Protestant, the man who believes himself 
to be a conservative Protestant, are all 
setting aside the idea of the second ad-
vent. Seventh-day Adventists proclaim 
the message to the world (and I hope live 
the message to the world) that He is 
coming, and corning soon, and that this 
is the generation that is tb witness the 
closing of this mighty conflict. Let the 
forces be marshaled; let the enemy do 
his worst; let his forces attempt to set 
aside the Bible; let them attempt to put 
man in the place of God; but the clay 
will come, and will come soon, when our 
God shall come, and shall not keep silent, 
and a fire shall devour before him, and 
it shall be very tempestuous round about 
him. Then those who have defied him, 
then those who have denied his Word, 
will call to the rocks and the mountains 
to hide them " from the face of him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: for the great day of his 
wrath is come; and who shall be able 
to stand? " But those who have pro-
tested against infidel science will say, 
" Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, and he will save us : this is the 
Lord; we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation." 

FROM ABROAD 

Letters from the fields indicate the in-
terest with which workers abroad are 
watching for news from the General 
Conference. In• every land there is an 
expectation that the General Conference 
will give' a new impetus to missionary 
effol-ts in the destitute fields. 

Elder B. L. Anderson, writing from  

Amoy, China, reports an interesting visit 
to their out-stations, and adds: "May 
God bless you all richly in the Confer-
ence meetings, we pray."  

From Lima, Peru, Elder A. N. Allen 
writes that he has just had the privilege 
of baptizing six fine young people, of 
whom five are now out in the canvass-
ing work. " As far as the field is con-
cerned," he says, " the harvest is over-
ripe, the fruit is beginning to fall; we 
are gathering what we can with the 
workers and strength we have." He 
adds in closing: " Yes, think of us (lur-
ing the Conference, and determine some-
thing good for us in the way of more 
laborers. We will remember you in our 
prayers." 

Elder E. Pilquist, formerly of China, 
now on the sick list at College View, 
Neb., writes : " We have daily prayer 
for the General Conference and for the 
advancement of the cause of God." 

We might quote from other letters, 
but these will serve to suggest how the 
thoughts of the workers turn toward 
the General Conference with prayer that 
the Lord of the harvest may send forth 
more laborers into all the whitening 
fields. 

FOREIGN MISSION SEMINARY 

The second meeting of the constitu-
ency of the Washington Training School 
Association was called by the Chairman, 
A. G. Daniells, May 26, at 1o: 30 A. M., 
the time to which the former meeting 
had adjourned. A ,quorum was present. 
It was moved by H. R. Salisbury,- and 
seconded, that the chair appoint a com-
mittee of five, as a committee on nomin-
ations and plans, to bring in, a report at 
the next meeting. This motion was 
unanimously carried. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned to 
Tuesday, June 1, at I0: 30 A. M. 

A. G. DANIELLS, Chairman, 
W. A. SPICER, Secretary. 

WASHINGTON (D. C.) SANITA- 
RIUM ASSOCIATION 

The second meeting of the constitu-
ency of the Washington (D. C.) Sanitar-
ium Association was called May 26, at 
10:30 A. m., G, A. Irwin in the chair. 
A full quorum was found to be present. 
The intention having been originally to 
adjourn to May 26, for the association 
meeting, it was voted to adjourn to 
Thursday, May 27, at Io: 30 A. M. 

G. A. IRwIN, Chairman, 
D. H. KRESS, Secretary. 

ERRATA 

In the BULLETIN of May 26, in Dr. 
Olsen's article, page 155, 3d column, 
6th line, the word unwholesome should 
have been wholesome. 
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